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Interview Summary
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Interview Location:
Rialto, California
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02:17:13
Media Format:
Digital Video (mp4)
Interview Summary completed by:
Riona Tsai, 2021
Description:
Wilmer Amina Carter shares stories of her childhood growing up in Neshoba County,
Mississippi and the lessons she learned from her grandfather Anderson Carter about the
importance of education, land and independence in the segregated south. She tells the
story of her family’s migration to San Bernardino in 1952 and lessons she learned from
family members as they built new lives in the city. She talks about overcoming racial
barriers as she became the first black employee at Sears, worked at Cal State San
Bernardino in the EOP office, and for Congressman George Brown, and as the first Black
member of the Rialto school board where she served for 16 years. She discusses how she
became a founding member of the National Counsel of Negro Women (NCNW), a member
of AKA, and was elected to the State Assembly in 2006. Amina Carter explains why she
started the archive to show younger generations how their ancestors paved the path for
them. She shares the story of her marriage to Ratibu Jacocks, his contributions to the
community, and her struggles with his recent loss. She emphasizes the influence of her
religion and the important life values she has learned from others, most importantly, the
motto she learned from her grandfather: “If you serve people, people will serve you.”
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Interview Transcript
Start of Interview:
[00:00:00]
Speaker 3 [00:00:01] Okay, we're recording.
Carolyn Tillman [00:00:06] Today's date is March the 8th, 2017, and my name is Carolyn
Tillman, and I'm interviewing Wilmer Amina Carter Jacocks.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:00:31] Thanks for adding that. Ratibu would be pleased.
Carolyn Tillman [00:00:33] Absolutely, and that is spelled Wilmer; W-I-L-M-E-R, Amina;
A-M-I-N-A, Carter; C-A-R-T-E-R, Jacocks; J-A-C...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:00:54] O...
Carolyn Tillman [00:00:54] ...O-C-K-S. And this is for the Archiving Black History in the
Inland Empire Project. We are interviewing here at the home of Wilmer Amina Carter
Jacocks in the city of Rialto, California, in...and thank you, Wilmer, for taking time out to
conduct this interview with us. I will begin by asking you, where were you born? And then
tell us a little about your early life as a young child, and what expectations did your family
have for you?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:01:52] Thank you, Carolyn. I was born in Neshoba County,
Mississippi, about twelve miles from the city of Philadelphia, Mississippi. And Neshoba
County is a very unique county because it originally belonged to the Choctaw Native
American people, and my family came there and integrated with them, they farmed with
them, they worked with them, and they were pretty much isolated because it was out in the
county and people were farmers.
Carolyn Tillman [00:02:33] Now, will you...this time period, will it be in...how far back do
you think is... Are we talking about 18...late 1800s?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:02:43] Yeah, they started around 1800s, but I think my family
migrated there in the early 1900s. And they worked and farmed with the Choctaw, and
they integrated with them because they were isolated out in the county, and the town was
twelve miles...twelve to fifteen miles away. And for farmers, that was a long journey, and
most people at that time, when my grandfather and his family came there, didn't have
automobiles.
Carolyn Tillman [00:03:16] What was your grandfather's name?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:03:17] His name was Anderson Carter. Anderson Carter.
Carolyn Tillman [00:03:22] And how many family members were...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:03:25] He had two brothers that we know of.
Carolyn Tillman [00:03:27] Okay.

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:03:27] And I think there was a sister, and we don't have a
history of her, but we think there was a sister. And my grandfather is said to have...his
family is said to have migrated from Carolina, from the Carolinas. The farmers down there
brought a lot of African-Americans up to Mississippi to farm and to help other farmers. My
grandfather had a brother...had two brothers as a matter of fact, that we know of. And he
told the story of growing up, watching his father be a worker for a white landowner and
saw his father have to weigh his cotton and have them put their hand on the scales, have
them be part of the company store where you had to buy your supplies, and then you
owed so much that whatever you made the next year belonged to Mr. So-and-so. And so
he grow...he said he grew up watching that, and he said he would never do it. And for
African-Americans at that time, the Masons...Black Masons, were the only protection that
they had. And the story was told that it was through the Masons that my grandfather, his
brothers, and other people like him at that time would go out at night in the woods and
members of the Masons would teach them to read and to teach them to write and do other
things to enhance, you know, their lives. And so my grandfather was very smart, very
adapt to it. He learned to do that, and he always said that if he had children, he was going
to teach them to do that. They taught them how to save their money, the Masons did, and
my grandfather worked for the same farm people and saved his money and bought his first
acre of land, and he vowed that his children would never work for a white man, that they
would work for themselves, that they would own their property if he had anything to do with
it, and they would learn to read and write. And so since he had already learned to do that,
you know, he had seventeen children, but twelve of them lived. And so he started to teach
his children from the time they were born how to speak, how to write the few things that he
knew how to teach them, and always told them to own their own land and take care of their
own families because he had seen how his father was treated, and he said he would never
allow his children to live like that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:06:30] What an awesome patriarch.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:06:32] Yeah. And so you can see why in my whole life has been
stories about my grandfather. All my values, all of my accolades, all of my attributes;
everything has been to my grandfather because when you learn things early like that, it
sticks with you.
Carolyn Tillman [00:06:52] So, did you live in proximity to your grandparents or actually in
your grandparents' home?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:06:58] Well, I was actually born in my grandfather's house. Now
keep in mind, my grandfather had seventeen children, and twelve of them lived, and my
mother was the baby child. And prior to her having getting married and having all of her
children, my grandmother's children had grown up and they worked on his land 'cause by
that time, every year he'd save his money, and he had lots of property by that time...by the
time he started having children.
Carolyn Tillman [00:07:27] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:07:27] And so there were three or four other black men in the
community who had lots of land and property, too. So, what they decided to do was to
build the church. You know, black people...everything came out of black church. And so
the church was built on my grandfather's property, and so they decided among themselves
who would do what. My grandfather would be the teacher, Mr. Lewis would be the person
who would help blacks negotiate buying land, and my Uncle Tom, for some reason, he

was interested in law. He would help black people keep from being arrested. And because
they learned from the Masons, what they did is that they found out that a black person was
gonna be hung to beat up or something that night, they would get them out of town 'cause
they knew the land blindfold 'cause they worked it. And if you've ever been to the South at
night, it is pitch velvety black. And during the time that I was born, white people there in the
county was still hanging people on Saturday night just for fun 'cause they would get
together and have a party and pick somebody and hang them. And if the Masons would
find out that...they would get the person out of the county. They would cover 'em in the
wagon. I know you saw that scene in "The Godfather", but they actually did that. They
would get 'em out and save them. And so my grandfather was part of all of that. And so
what he decided was that his children was going to be able to write their names so that
they could own their own property. That was his goal. He was gonna teach them to do
that. So, he started teaching in the church. And so all the farm kids, the Choctaw kids, the
black kids, came to the church for the farmer's children. And because they couldn't go
downtown and go to school with the white children. So, he became the teacher. Professor
Carter, that's what they called him. Everybody called him Professor Carter. And so he
would teach in the church with this stove in the middle and all the kids around the stove.
And my early memory of that was my sister was a lot older than I. She was not my
biological sister, but back then it was a communal society like the African society.
Everybody was your parent. And so you didn't know if an aunt and uncle, everybody was
your parent, and you raised all the kids in the community. And so they raised my sister
Besamae, even though she's not biologically my sister. And so when the...when the
chopping the cotton and stuff was over, then he would teach the children. The children and
the community would come to the church, and he taught first to the seventh grade. And so
my sister had to carry me 'cause she was...had to babysit, you know, she was older, so
she had to carry me to school with her. And so you couldn't talk, you had to sit over in the
corner. So, I didn't know that I wasn't supposed to be learning, but they learned. So, I
couldn't talk and play and jump around. So, he was teaching them ABCs and how to add
and whatever, and I just sit there and listen to that. And so I was so amazed. I still can
remember-.
Carolyn Tillman [00:10:48] How old were you do you think you were...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:10:49] I was about four when she started taking me to school
with her. And so I had to keep going 'cause that was the school.
Carolyn Tillman [00:10:57] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:10:57] So I had to keep going.
Carolyn Tillman [00:10:58] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:10:58] And soCarolyn Tillman [00:11:00] Your grandfather was your teacher.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:11:00] Was my first teacher. My first teacher, yeah. He taught
me to the fourth grade, and when I was about in the second or third grade, he started...I
feel that he started taking a real interest in me. My cousins all laugh about this. They said,
you know, Grandpa loved us all, but I felt thatCarolyn Tillman [00:11:27] He liked you more!

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:11:27] - he liked me more! 'Cause I can remember him sitting
me on his knee and taking the book and sounding out the words, telling me where "A" and
letter "B" and letter "C" was, and if you put these letters together, it makes a word. I can
remember him saying that to me. And I didn't know at the time that he was going down at
night stealing the books out of the trash can downtown, that the white people had thrown
away and got new books. And he came back and taught school. He taught all the
community kids in the school. He taught from the first to the...to the seventh grade. And so
they called him Professor Carter. Choctaw, black kids came to school. And so I learned to
read really early.
Carolyn Tillman [00:12:12] I imagine so. Now you say 'til fourth grade. So, I think you've
already sort of hinted at what the expectation for you was...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:12:23] My grandfather...
Carolyn Tillman [00:12:24] Because if he is training you like that, then what message are
you getting about the values that your grandfather...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:12:34] Well, in addition to teaching me my letters and teaching
me to read and to write, he also taught me values. He always told me that I was special.
He always told me that I had to help people, my people had to help people, and I had to
not let the fact that I was black, that my color was different, that I was a female, that I was
a girl, do not let that get in the way. Your job is to serve people. And he said, "Remember
this: you may not have a lot of money, but if you serve people, people will serve you, and
you'll always have what you need." And that was his message, no matter what. He would
tell me that. And so when he ran out of books, like at night, he would put me on his knee,
and we'd read from the King James Version of the Bible. Every black family had a Bible
back then. And so I tell all my cousins, if you can read from the King James Version of the
Bible, you can read anything.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:13:38] That's true. That's true.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:13:38] You can read anything. So, he taught me how to read,
and so I loved it. I loved it. He taught me like...and I know this is gonna take a long...but he
would say, like, "This is an 'A,' this is a 'B.'" So, he taught me my ABCs. If you put this
letter and this letter and this letter together, it makes a word, and the word is...and he
would tell me what the word is. So, he had the patience to do that. Can you imagine the
patience that it took to take letters and put them together and tell the person that this is a
word and this is the word and this is what it means?
Carolyn Tillman [00:14:12] But that speaks to the values he had. He was...it was so
important to him that he personally took the time to ensure to pass that on to his next
generation, and that's just...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:14:26] Exactly! And that's why I never, ever forget him, and I
always praise him. You know, we're supposed to praise the bridges that brought us over.
And I always praise him because I can only think of it...any other being...God is the only
other person could have done that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:14:44] Absolutely.

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:14:45] And so I never forget to thank God for that. And I never
forget to call out the name of Anderson Carter, you know, because he told me I was
special. He told me don't let the fact that I was a girl get in the way. And he said, "You'll
always have what you need if you serve people 'cause if you serve people, people will
serve you."
Carolyn Tillman [00:15:05] Now, the hardest part of interviewing you is that I wanna go on
and on and on. I mean, I would like to just take it to every...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:15:13] But we can't.
Carolyn Tillman [00:15:15] So I'm gonna kind of fast forward as to how did you get here
to...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:15:20] Well...
Carolyn Tillman [00:15:20] ...San Bernardino County?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:15:22] I learned later that African-Americans were being
dispersed around the early '50s. And after reading this book,
Carolyn Tillman [00:15:37] Suns... The...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:15:40] "Warmth of the Other Suns," and I could see how that
happened to my family. My family stopped...stopped farming, and see, when you're next
door to another farmer, pretty much all Carters married all the Culversons, and the
Culversons had thirteen children. The Carters had seventeen, twelve living. So, they pretty
much married each other 'cause they didn't have cars to go anywhere else, so they
married each other. So, by and by they start stopping the farms, and they started moving
up north and working for the automobile people. And they...and they... Uncles would go up
and then they'd get a job and a house, and they'd come back down south and pick up
others. And so pretty much that dispersed that whole farming thing. And my father
was...my grandfather, one of his sons, Cesar Carter. Now, he was the only one of the sons
who went to the military. He went and joined the military in World War Two. By that time,
my uncle, Cesar Carter, and my aunt, Beatrice Carter, who was a Culverson, and they all
married each other. He decided that he would go into the service instead of going up
north, and so he was part of World War Two and the only Carter that went to the service.
And so I was raised by my Aunt Culverson while he was away. And so they just took me
over there. I mean, it wasn't like we gonna go down to the courthouse, fill out papers, and
they're gonna adopt you. This is your niece. These are your children. It was a communal
society. So, everybody said, "Well, did they adopt you?" Well, they adopted me and
another girl and whoever they wanted to take care of. That's what they did. And so my
father was going to return home, all the sons got their portion of my grandfather's land
when he passed away. He always wanted his children to have their own land and make
their own money, so they all got their portion of the land. When my father came back to
Mississippi from the service, he said, "I'm going to..." Well, before he left, he said, "I'm
gonna purchase another eighty acres that's next door so I can have this big farm. Well,
while he was gone, he was sending money back to the chancery clerk. You've heard of
those in the South, right? They took all the black folks land, you know, for ten cents, a
dollar, eighty dollars, whatever, and sold it to the white people, or gave it to them. And
that's what happened to my dad. He had sent money back the whole two years he was in
the service. When he got back, the guy said, "You never sent me any money, nigger." And

so what my uncle did, he got in his car 'cause he had seen Norton Air Force Base when he
was in the service, and he had said to himself, "If I ever leave Mississippi, I'm gonna go to
California." And so he drove, and you read the green list, you know the trip out here. You
can just imagine, standing on...getting on the side of the road, sleeping, getting back in
your car, driving to California. We all read the book. We know the story.
Carolyn Tillman [00:18:45] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:18:46] And he finally arrived in San Bernardino 'cause he had
seen Norton. And when he came out here, he befriended...and he just happened to meet
up with people from Temple Missionary Baptist Church. And so they helped him get a
house over on Tiajuana Street in San Bernardino. And six months later, he sent from my
mom and me. And we were on a train and came to California in 1952.
Carolyn Tillman [00:19:15] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:19:17] And so when I got here...
Carolyn Tillman [00:19:18] How old were you at...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:19:19] I was...let's see...'41 from '52? I didn't do good in math. I
did good in reading.
Carolyn Tillman [00:19:30] That's about ten...eleven?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:19:32] Yeah, ten or eleven. It was about '51 or '52 because they
marched me right down to Mount Vernon Elementary School. It was in the middle of the
year 'cause the farmers stopped farming in March and...
Carolyn Tillman [00:19:44] The same one that still exists right there on 9th and...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:19:47] Yeah. So that was my, you know, I was enrolled at
Mount Vernon Elementary School, and the day of enrollment was in the middle of the day.
So, after I got enrolled, they took me out on the grounds, and it was recess, and the
students were doing a Mexican hat dance out there. Well, I thought Mexicans were Nawere Choctaw people. I didn't know anything about Mexicans. I thought they were
Choctaw people, so I joined right in and never missed a beat.
Carolyn Tillman [00:20:20] Because they...indigenous people as well.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:20:24] And so I'm just always amazed at that, that my
grandfather, none of our people, ever taught us about hate, we went to church every
Sunday so we would talk about love and how we're supposed to love people and how
we're supposed to help people and how we're supposed to do that. So, I didn't know
anything about racism 'cause I was in this county. They never told us what happened to
black people. They wouldn't tell us. I had to learn that out here in school, and I became so
angry. I was a real angry student all through middle school and high school because I
learned about racism, and I learned about how they treated us and how my grandfather
would never tell us those stories because we were taught to go to church, to love God, and
we would take care of everything.
Carolyn Tillman [00:21:10] Right. Really? Right. Which middle school did you attend?

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:21:14] Well, I... The first house we got was on Tijuana Street at
Bernardino, so it was two blocks from Franklin, and they built Franklin. I was one of the
first students to Franklin. It is now Martin Luther King Junior School, junior high school. But
I was one of the first students to go to there. Then I went to San Bernardino High School,
and then I went to San Bernardino Valley College, and I went to Cal State San Bernardino.
So...
Carolyn Tillman [00:21:43] Everything I hear, you are just...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:21:44] I'm a product... And so I've seen the changes over the
years, and I've seen how African Americans came here the way my family did because my
father would go back in the summer and bring back three, and those three would go back
in the summer. They'd bring back five, and then pretty soon all my relatives were out here
in San Bernardino, and many, many other families, as you know, did the same thing.
Carolyn Tillman [00:22:12] Exactly.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:22:12] And so they came out here and they all was able to go to
work at Norton Air Force Base, or they became maids, or they went to work for somebody,
they went to work downtown, and my uncle was just like my grandfather. "You're going to
go to school, you're gonna get an education, you're gonna get a good job." You know,
black folks will say that, "You're gonna get a good job 'cause you're going to go to school
and get an education." And so he worked at Norton, and my mother and my aunts who
came out here afterwards, they got jobs as maids. There's a motel right on the corner of
Mount Vernon and just before you get to Highland. It's not working now, but it's still there,
the shell of it.
Carolyn Tillman [00:22:54] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:22:54] So, my mother and my aunt worked there as maids, and
that's where I learned a lot of my values 'cause after school, I would have to go help them.
Carolyn Tillman [00:23:03] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:23:03] And so I learned to clean. My Aunt [??] taught me how to
clean...
Carolyn Tillman [00:23:06] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:23:07] ...taught me values 'cause I always tell my grandkids this
story. She would...one day, she brought me into the room. The people who were in the
room had scattered. You know, you take your stuff out of pocket and you slam it on a
dresser, and all this money and change and stuff and all their watches and stuff on the
dresser. So, she came over and she said, "Come here. I wanna show you something."
She said, "You see this money on the stand here? I want you to take this washcloth, and I
want you to clean all around the corners." And in a sense, "Do not touch them. Black
people do not steal, and they're gonna say that you may. You know, they're gonna accuse
you of all kinds of things, but we're Carters. We don't do that." And so she taught me how
to clean around all the possessions of the people...on the dresser. And I was just barely
able to stand up and see the stuff. I never forgot that lesson. And then they taught me how
to clean. I learned how to clean by saying, my aunt would tell us, "You clean, you touch

everything in the room." So, I learned to clean the pictures on, the wall, you know, move
every picture out of that thing and clean it and stuff, and it's so funny because I was gonna
train my daughter how to do that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:24:31] And it seemed like child abuse.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:24:38] Exactly! 'cause she said to me," When they...why do we
have to clean and dust these pictures every week on the wall." And I thought about it for a
minute and I said, "You're right, we don't have to do it.
Carolyn Tillman [00:24:55] But it was a work ethic.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:24:56] It was a work ethic...is a work ethic. She was...everybody
had a thing that they did for the family. My Aunt Peola was the one that we got sent to to
learn to clean, how to make beds, and how to plant a garden.
Carolyn Tillman [00:25:11] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:25:11] They did it right out here in California. She had a garden
in the backyard. I would take her over by the mall, and there was a big store over there
with seeds and stuff every spring. I was the one who had to take her over there and get
the right seeds and came right out here and planted her fig tree over there. It's still over
there on 20th Street right now, and just kept doing what she did in Mississippi: grow food.
Carolyn Tillman [00:25:35] Yeah, those are great values. Nothing wrong with that. I don't
know why we didn't pass it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:25:40] Well, we didn't. Anyway, so they got jobs as maids, and
they insisted that we finish school and that we get an education, and that we go to college.
That was just a known. I mean, it was just that you were going to do better. And so those
values, I am so, so honored and so blessed to have been part of a family who taught me
that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:26:05] Absolutely, and that family all migrated, and we're still here
together.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:26:10] Yeah, we're still here.
Carolyn Tillman [00:26:11] That's beautiful. Now, I'm going to...I think you sort of may
answered this but I'm just gonna ask you directly just in case it sparks you to speak on a
specific character. In your early years in San Bernardino, what teachers and or individuals
inspire you?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:26:32] Well, there was so many. For example, the people
across the street...see, back then, neighborhoods were real neighborhoods. Coming...I
lived on Tijuana, so I met all of this young people who were going to Mount Vernon
schools. We're still friends, Ruby Howard, Carolyn Manuel, all of us, their parents lived
there. So, after school, they'd be on the porch watching these kids come from school. You
know, so they'd watch you. I mean, coming from school. And they didn't have to ask your
mom and dad could they discipline you, could they tell what to do, they just took care of
you. And so I felt protected. I didn't have any problems. We played kickball, dodgeball in
the middle of the street at night because your parents were sitting out on the porch. And so

I had...I really...I didn't know we were poor. I had no idea I was categorized as poor 'til I
went to high school. I didn't have a clue about being poor until I learned that in school. And
then in school, I also learned about racism, I learned the definition of it. I started to begin
seeing that happen in classrooms, the way we were being taught. And so I didn't...I didn't
have to come face to face with that like a lot of young people now, you know, you get
involved with crimes and stuff because they're faced with so many problems that I never
knew about until...so I feel blessed. I feel so fortunate that I didn't have that as part of my
childhood.
Carolyn Tillman [00:28:07] Were there any champions at the school, there's a teacher for
you, or any black teachers at that time?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:28:13] You know, it's really interesting that you ask that
because in our church Sunday, they honored the first black teacher at Franklin, and...but
he was not one of my teachers.
Carolyn Tillman [00:28:23] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:28:24] The teacher that I remember most was the one who took
me out of algebra. I was in an algebra class, and he said, "You don't need to take that.
You...I'm gonna put you in home economics." But see, I didn't know that's what they to
black kids then, and it turned out years later, he became the principal, the first principal
over at Kalb, and he was my daughter's first principal. I told him about it too.
Carolyn Tillman [00:28:51] They come full circle.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:28:54] And so...but, yeah, he took me out of the algebra class
and put me in home economics.
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:00] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:01] And to this day, I mean, I would think that it was racism
and could not have been. It could have been just that they...the knowledge that he had is
that minority kids couldn't learn algebra and that we put them in classes that they can
excel.
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:15] But it's racism, but it's not overt.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:18] Right.
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:19] It's covert and by habit.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:22] Exactly.
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:22] This is what we...this..we create this institution to do it this
way, and he was simply following the...the code of the institution.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:34] Exactly, and that's what I see, and he may not have
been. He just...that's just the way it was then.
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:39] Yeah.

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:39] He may not have been a racist, but...
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:42] But not questioning...questioning it, particularly if you saw a
student, like yourself, who obviously was able to handle...the material.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:53] Right. And how did he know I wouldn't have been able to
handle that?
Carolyn Tillman [00:29:57] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:29:57] And so, you know, I think that's, you know, I fear math
now because, you know, I never was exposed to it at an early age.
Carolyn Tillman [00:30:05] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:30:05] And so after...so I got involved in music, you know, I took
violin lessons because, you know, I really enjoyed that. And at that time, the schools could
pay for their instrument. You know, you didn't have to pay for it if you didn't have the
money, and so I took violin lessons all through middle school.
Carolyn Tillman [00:30:24] Stop!
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:30:25] Yes, I did!
Carolyn Tillman [00:30:26] How come I've never heard you play your violin?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:30:30] 'Cause I don't have a violin now! When I got to San
Bernadino High School, that program was out, and my father couldn't afford to buy me
one. And so I missed, you know, playing an instrument, so I tried to make up for it from my
daughter. She wanted to take piano lessons, so... I don't know if you remember Ms. Black
lady who gave piano lessons to all the black kids here in San Bernadino, Ms...
Carolyn Tillman [00:30:52] I can't come up with her name, but I know what you're talking
about.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:30:53] ...was it [??]? No...Mrs... Oh, but you know who I'm
talking about.
Carolyn Tillman [00:30:58] I know who you're talking about.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:30:58] But anyway, my nephew and my daughter took piano
lessons from her, and the piano, by the way, came full circle. I got to use piano, and it's an
antique now because it still has its original keys.
Carolyn Tillman [00:31:13] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:31:13] And 'cause I always been a thrift store junkie all my life,
and so I bought it from a woman at Cal State, and we...and I got ten students to help me
drag it home. And so it's been in my house, and my daughter took piano lessons, and then
she didn't want to do it. She was gonna be all that. And so now that she's older, retired,
she wants to take lessons again, so I moved it out of my house into hers, the same piano.

Carolyn Tillman [00:31:40] The one that used to sit back behind there?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:31:42] It's in her house now. She said, "Momma, I want my
piano back. I'm gonna take piano lessons now."
Carolyn Tillman [00:31:49] Oh, that's wonderful!
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:31:49] And it's, you know, it's the same antique piano!
Carolyn Tillman [00:31:51] I love it! I love it, I love it, I love it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:31:53] So, after San Bernadino High School, well, I took office
practice. That's where blacks took me. I remember...
Carolyn Tillman [00:31:59] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:32:00] Well, I don't know if you remember, you're not that old,
but...
Carolyn Tillman [00:32:03] No...they were just part of the curriculum.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:32:04] You know, shorthand typing. Well, in my senior year, the
state used to come out and give tests to students in their senior year. So, the state of
California came out and gave typing tests and stuff to students, and I took it and then went
on and enrolled at San Bernardino Valley College 'cause I wanted to be a dietician. So, I
enrolled in a...
Carolyn Tillman [00:32:29] A dietitian?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:32:29] Yes, that's what I wanted to be 'cause I was a farmer. I
grew up with food and all that, and I wanted to be a dietitian, and...'cause I always see
myself as a farmer, that's...
Carolyn Tillman [00:32:39] How did you hear about a dietitian though?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:32:41] I read all about food and all of that, and I wanted to make
sure that we had the right food. Growing up, I had to go work in the garden every Saturday
with my Aunt Peola, so I knew all about vegetables and figs and fruit and this and that. So
I knew all about food.
Carolyn Tillman [00:32:57] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:32:57] And so I wanted to be a dietitian because so many of my
aunts and uncles died with diabetes.
Carolyn Tillman [00:33:04] The sugar.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:33:04] The sugar, had all the sugar back then.
Carolyn Tillman [00:33:07] Yeah?

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:33:07] And the aunt that raised me died when I was in...at
Franklin and with diabetes. And so I...that's what I wanted to be.
Carolyn Tillman [00:33:17] I see.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:33:18] Well, so a whole year went by, and I had forgotten all
about I had taken that test in high school. A year later, I got a call from Caltrans. It was
called Division of Highways at the time in San Bernardino, and they asked me to come for
an interview. And they had never hired a black secretary at that time, and the woman in
the steno pool, who I'll never forget her name, Mrs. Underwood, I mean, not Mrs.
Underwood, Marjorie. And so she interviewed me. And so she told me, "If you come here,
what you do is you go through six months of training, and then we assign you to a
department at Caltrans, and...but what I'm gonna do, I'm gonna hire you, but instead of
teaching you to type and do that 'cause you already know how to do that, I'm gonna teach
you how to work." And I'll never forget that, and that's what she did. She taught us how to
work, how to be responsible, how to get along with people, 'cause we already knew the
skills. And so I just feel so blessed that I have come across people who helped me in my
life, and I'll never forget her for doing that. And she kept us all in this pool, and then when
she just determined what we were skilled at, then she would assign us to a department.
And so I got assigned to design, you know, and I met Henry Smith. I don't know if you ever
heard of him, in Colton. He was a man who grew up in Colton and knew the whole history
of Colton, and he... When he was eight years old, he came out here on a train with the
Hickoks, and so he always knew the story of this valley. And so I always was interested in
history and how people became who they became and where did they come from and
what kind of contributions did they make, and so Henry Smith was a person that
everybody knew in the area 'cause he knew the history of Colton and all the cowboys who
came and what happened, and we would sit for, like, hours at lunchtime listening to him
tell those stories. And years after I left Caltran, he always tracked me down all the years
that he lived until he passed away, he would track me down and tell me a story because
he knew I just would sit and just listen to his stories, and... You could probably look him up.
His name is Henry Smith. But anyway, he was a storyteller. And so because I was the first
African-American secretary at Caltrans, well, all my friends and coworkers were white, and
so this young lady and I became really good friends. So, at...one day we decided that we
were going to go and work part-time at Sears up the street 'cause we had to do was walk
up the street at Christmas time and make extra money. And so Pat and I went flying up to
Sears and went ahead and filled out the application. Next day, they called her and said,
"Oh, we have an opening in cosmetics, so you can start, you know, Monday." So, I kept
waiting for them to call me. So, Pat had been working there a week, and so she said,
"They didn't call you yet?" And I was like, "No." So...so she and I went tearing up to Sears
on our lunch hour one day 'cause it was just right up the street. And so I went into the
personnel, and I'll never forget this personnel woman, Mrs. Underwood. She had a lotta
red hair. And so she said, "Well, we have decided that we need you to come and take a
written test. Well, I didn't know anything about segregation or employment. I didn't know
anything about it then.
Carolyn Tillman [00:37:20] No. No!
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:37:21] Can you believe that I had to take I had to a written test
to work part time at Christmas time at Sears? So, I took the test, a whole hour test, you
know, a long time. So, I never heard from 'em. So, by that time, Patty'd been working two
weeks, you know, five to nine. And so downtown was booming then. There were stores
everywhere. It was just amazing, downtown San Bernardino. And so I went back up there

and I said, "I took this test." And so Mrs. Underwood said, "I'm sorry. You're gonna have to
just go see the manager." And so I went in and see the manager and he said, boldly "I
mean, it's our policy that we don't hire black people." I mean, they could say that then.
Carolyn Tillman [00:38:02] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:38:05] He said, "But you did so well on the test. What we're
gonna do is try you out this season in toys." So, they put me in toys 'cause that's the worst
place in the world at Christmas time, right? So, they put me in toys at Sears part time. And
so apparently, you know, worked out fine 'cause, you know, I like people. I'm always, you
know, I didn't know about prejudice. My family never taught me that. And so I worked so
well that season that they kept me on during the year and put me in women's clothing.
Carolyn Tillman [00:38:41] So, would you say you were the first African-American
employee at Sears?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:38:45] Yeah, started part-time. Down the one down in San
Bernardino, 4th Street. Yeah. And so I worked for, like, a year and a half in women's
clothing. I have to work five to nine 'cause by then I was working my way through school,
you know? And so...
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:02] Working full-time at Caltrans, transitioning to Sears...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:07] And I was still going to Valley because it was still...
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:09] ..and still going to school...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:11] ...taking one class at that time. I still wanted to be this
dietician.
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:16] This dietician.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:16] Yeah. So, I was taking this one class, and then I ran up
against chemistry.
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:20] Oh god!
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:21] And I was like, okay...
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:29] So, now you're back at that Algebra teacher who didn't let you
take it...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:35] Didn't let me take it.
Carolyn Tillman [00:39:36] ...and planted that fear of numbers, and... I get it. I get it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:39:42] So, anyway, I still took classes at San Bernadino Valley
College at night and, you know, I'd gotten just about a year's worth of credits. And, you
know, by the end I decided, well, I probably need to finish...get a better degree...
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:00] Get some degree...

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:00] ...and I always could hear my grandfather's voice about
getting an education and about serving people and all, and so I decided to... Well, before
then, I decided to get married.
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:15] Well, that's all...don't even go there. We've all have jumped
that fence.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:27] Oh, that was such a disaster.
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:29] How old were you at the time?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:31] Oh, I think I was almost...I was nineteen.
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:36] Oh, you're very young.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:38] Oh, I was about nineteen.
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:39] You were very, very young.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:40] So, I decided to get married, and it was so... Well, first of
all, I didn't know a lot about getting married and relationships and all of that, and so
Carolyn Tillman [00:40:53] You're not alone.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:40:54] And I feel really bad because...because of that, I always
remember that experience, and I...I've tried to talk to my daughter and I've tried to talk to
my grandchildren about it, but you can never live somebody else's life. Your experience is
never theirs. And so you can tell them about that experience, you can show them, you can
do all of that, but each person has to live their life and they have to do what they need to
do. And so God has been really good...
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:26] So true.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:28] ...to me because even though I made all those
mistakes...
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:32] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:32] ...you know, I was still able to survive and thrive.
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:36] Yes. Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:36] And...
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:38] So, adding to the pressures of marriage, you're still working
two jobs, you are now transitioning between school. I assume married and all of the other
responsibilities you obtained, so...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:51] [inaudible] between schools 'cause I was just working.
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:52] But you're still being...the voice of your grandfather's still in
your head.

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:56] He's still in my head.
Carolyn Tillman [00:41:56] You gotta do something.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:41:58] You gotta do something. You've gotta...you've gotta
prepare yourself to give back to people, to serve people 'cause otherwise you won't ever,
ever realize your destiny.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:08] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:08] And he...and his voice has always been in my head. "If
you serve people, people will serve you."
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:15] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:16] And he's always said that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:18] Right. So, I assume you had started having babies...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:22] Just one.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:22] Just one. So, you had a child...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:26] One.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:27] You had a child, and at some time...at some point, you
decided the marriage was not...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:32] - gonna work out Carolyn Tillman [00:42:32] ...didn't work out.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:33] It didn't work, so I just let that go.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:35] So, you let that go?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:36] I let that go and started...
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:37] And now...now you have a child...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:39] And so now I decided I need to go to get a better job.
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:45] A better job. A better job equals better education.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:50] Better education, better pay, better cha- opportunity to
send my child to a good school...
Carolyn Tillman [00:42:57] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:57] ...and all of that.

Carolyn Tillman [00:42:57] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:42:57] So, the divorce was traumatic. I mean, I ran away from
home, I went to Hawaii, you know, just stayed in here with my girlfriend.
Carolyn Tillman [00:43:07] Oh my goodness.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:43:07] And, you know, finally came home. I said, "You know,
Actually I got to live here." I took my daughter over there, so she had a good time the
whole year in Hawaii. So, I came home and...with no job then because I had just packed
up one night and decided to go to Hawaii and stay with my friend Betty. That we had gone
to school together, and she and her husband had traveled all over the world and the Air
Force and they landed in Hawaii. And so, you know, we kept track of each other all that
time, wrote letters, and so she knew I always went to bed early and never went anywhere.
So, when I wrote her and I said, "Betty, I'm getting on a plane tonight I'm bringing my baby,
I'm coming to Hawaii. She said, "Oh, girl, why don't you stop that." Well, I did that. So, I get
to Hawaii. There's no money out at the airport, so I called Betty. She said, "Are you really
at the airport?" So, Don, her husband, comes to the airport. She could not believe I got on
a plane and came all the way to Hawaii. So, I stayed over there a year ago when I found
out in military places like that, you have to be a citizen for a whole year before you can
work for, like, the base or anything like that. So, we had the greatest time, Betty and I,
sitting on the beach for a year, and her religion didn't allow her to, you know, work at
military facilities.
Carolyn Tillman [00:44:24] Oh! Okay.
[00:44:24] And so, you know, so we just hung out for a year. And so I came back home
with no job and staying with Anye's grandmother and what was gonna do then. So, I was
looking in the paper that Sunday, and it said, "Secretary needed; Cal State San
Bernardino." And so I went out there, and it was social sciences and Mary Ridges. I'll
never forget that moment. I've had some great people in my life. And so I told her this
whole life story like I'm telling you, and she said...she didn't even give me a test. She said,
"I'ma tell Dr. Roberts he needs to hire you." And so she was telling me how hard it was for
women at that time at Cal State even, you know, to get jobs. And so she went to Dr.
Roberts and said, "We need to hire this girl in social studies, social sciences." So, I started
out as a secretary in social studies and about six months after that, the whole state system
developed the EOP program. And so I applied for a position with the EOP and became
assistant director to...what's the black guy's name, I'm trying to think of his name. But
anyway, I worked in...so I started working at Cal State in the EOP program as the assistant
director there, worked there for a long time, and was able to meet all these amazing
African-Americans who came through that program because there was no age limit. You
know, Dr. Smith's wife, Mable Harris, and all these people that I would not have ordinarily
met. And so I was at Cal State during the whole Angela Davis thing, you know, was on the
campus during all of that whole situation. And so I decided to start back school work. So, I
took my upper- because I already had a year in Valley College, and I took my upper
divisions on my lunch hour. Took a class on my lunch hour and then started back at San
Bernadino Valley College at night. And so I was working full time and taking up a upperdivision on my lunch hour and going to San Bernadino Valley College two nights a week to
finish my lower divisions. And so when students come to me now, and I counsel them, and
I'm getting ready to give them a scholarship and they tell me how hard it is, I say, "Let me
tell you a story. Let me tell you a story. I had a baby, I was working two jobs, then going to
school at two different places, and so let me just tell you about, you know, how hard it is."

Carolyn Tillman [00:47:10] But that goes back to working...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:47:14] To what my grandfather said. Goes all the way back. So,
Mrs. Bethune said it. "You have to start with them on your knee." That's what Mrs. Bethune
said, "If you don't start training them on your knee, I mean, you're gonna lose ground, you
know?" And she said it once and she said it twice, and so my grandfather... That's why I
always gave all the credit to my grandfather for inspiring me when I was so very young,
you know? And so getting an education became, you know, like it became an obsession
with me...
Carolyn Tillman [00:47:48] Absolutely.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:47:49] ...'cause I could not let my grandfather down. Could not.
Carolyn Tillman [00:47:52] Wonderful.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:47:53] You know, I could not.
Carolyn Tillman [00:47:54] Yeah, and so you kept that schedule until you finally
graduated?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:48:00] Well, actually, I kept at San Bernadino Valley College
until I finished all my lower division classes. And so I only had to do my upper divisions at
Cal State, and did that on my lunch hour and study.
Carolyn Tillman [00:48:15] And work.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:48:16] And so that's how I met all the EOP students because I
worked in EOP like Jennifer and Tony and, you know, Mrs. Harris, just a whole slew of
them that we're still friends today and work together. They all came through that program,
and I became friends. They helped me so much. Like, Jennifer and them would go and get
my daughter from the daycare and bring her up on the campus and babysit because the
campus wasn't big.
Carolyn Tillman [00:48:43] No, no. Just one little...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:48:45] And they would keep her until I got off work, and they
took her down to the gym, taught her how to swim. I went down there one day, she was on
the high diving board! And I was like, "Oh my God!" So, my daughter is ten years younger
than that group and I'm ten years older than that group, and so we're still in that same
group today. We're still, you know, we became the Hall of Fame people.
Carolyn Tillman [00:49:08] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:49:08] And so, you know, we stayed the same people. And so
today, Jennifer called in just last week, "Come and take me to lunch," you know, 'cause
she wants to, you know, my husband passed. But anyway, so that same group of people,
we came through, even though we're at different levels, and we still helped each other all
the way through, we're.
Carolyn Tillman [00:49:27] Growing that circle of community...

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:49:30] Community.
Carolyn Tillman [00:49:30] ...that at some point is going to begin to help you do the
things...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:49:35] Do the things that I want to.
Carolyn Tillman [00:49:36] ...that you get to do here.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:49:37] Exactly. And so anyway, I ended up getting my degree,
and then what was I gonna do? I was still at Cal State. So, one of the tutors that I had, his
name was Edwards- Edward Johnson, the smartest black kid you've ever seen in your life.
I mean, he was brilliant. So, when George Brown decided to come down and run in this
new brand new organized district, Edward Johnson went to volunteer on the campaign
'cause he wanted to be a politician more than anything in the world.
Carolyn Tillman [00:50:10] Got it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:50:11] And so he went down, and George Brown won, and
while he was working on the campaign, I used to go down to help Edward 'cause I didn't
know who George Brown was, and so many...Mr. Brown won. Of course, he hired people
who helped on the campaign, and Edward was one of those people that got hired for
George Brown. And so my thing was I wanted to get my masters because I was gonna be
a counselor at San Bernadino Valley College 'cause they...Wilma Cochrane and JaPauline January and all those people...that had counseled me and helped me while I was
going through that, I wanted to be one of them.
Carolyn Tillman [00:50:46] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:50:46] And so, me and Frank Reyes, you know, we both were
trying to get our degrees so we could be counselors at San Bernadino Valley College.
Well, it turns out that Frank Reyes got... there was one job that, you know, Paulina and
Wilma Cochrane were getting ready to retire at that point. So, Frank Reyes got it. So, we
tease about that all the time now that he got the job. But God always know what you are
supposed to do.
Carolyn Tillman [00:51:11] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:51:11] So, Edward called me and said, "Mr. Brown needs an
office manager. Why don't you come down and apply for the job?" I said, "I don't know
what a congressman does, and I don't know Mr. Brown." And so went on and on and on.
Carolyn Tillman [00:51:22] Look at that.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:51:23] And so he said, "I'm telling you, you need to come down
here and apply for this job since you know Mr. Brown interviewing me from Washington on
the phone.".
Carolyn Tillman [00:51:33] Oh my goodness.

Wilmer Amina Carter [00:51:35] And so he said, "So, come to work on Monday." So, I
went to work for Mr. Brown, not knowing what a congressman did and what you did in
office. And I went down there as a caseworker and worked with all those men, you know,
'cause he hired all these guys who worked on the campaign. First day, first weekend, he
came. I had worked a week, and back then, you know, we had typewriters and correct
typing. So, my job was to type his speech.
Carolyn Tillman [00:52:06] Oh my goodness.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:52:08] And so he came in from the airport and sat on the edge
of my desk, and I'm trying to type and making mistakes and having to do all of these
copies with correct types. I panicked! And so I finally finished the speech and [Bob??] took
him off. And so all weekend I panicked. I just knew I was fired because, you know, I had
typed this letter with all these mistakes, this speech. And so that started my tenure with Mr.
Brown, and I worked for him off and on for the next twenty years, nineteen years or
whatever.
Carolyn Tillman [00:52:42] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:52:43] Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [00:52:43] But some...now in that period, you are transitioning, obviously,
your child growing up, doesn't need all the...the intricate care. Your transitioning now
getting comfortable because you're in a community with people who have supporting...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:53:00] All kinds of support.
Carolyn Tillman [00:53:01] ...your [??] So, what then sparked you to say, "Let me start
doing something in the community, like Kawaida and all that other stuff. Where does all
that...when did all of that stuff?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:53:14] Well, see, during that whole period when we had the
EOP program, like I told you, divas like Mabel Harris and Dr. Smith's wife and all those
people came through EOP, and they were serving the community, they were part of all
these organizations. And so somehow in that whole group, I met Mrs. Carson and Mrs.
Jewel Shelton, and they said, "You all got to come down to this NW- I mean, National
Council of Negro Women meeting. It was on Saturday at the boys club, and you think we
wanted to go somewhere on Saturday to a meeting at the boys club? So, that's how I got
involved with NCNW and all the other organizations that you can imagine and... And
has...that has been...
Carolyn Tillman [00:54:08] But you loved it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:54:09] I loved it. Stayed with it, been with NCNW. NCNW has
been so important in my life because from that I was able to work for the National Council
of Negro Women. I was able to go to Africa and work with African women over there. I was
able to work with all the organizations over here 'cause, you know, the National Council of
Negro Women is an organization of organizations. And I became a member of just
umpteen organizations 'cause I didn't want to be a sorority person, right? Mrs. Carson
said, "Look," you know, 'cause I had just been hired by NCNW to run a career education
person, she said, "Look, you're gonna need those teachers and stuff to help you with this
program. I'm putting your name in today.

Carolyn Tillman [00:54:58] Oh, it's so lucky to have people who, you know, who...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:55:02] Took me under their wings and said, "Here's how you do
it. Here's how you do what you're good at doing, what you were born to do or to serve."
Carolyn Tillman [00:55:10] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:55:10] And so I became an A.K.A.
Carolyn Tillman [00:55:13] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:55:14] Sure enough, just like she said, all those teachers, all of
those councilors that were A.K.A. members, they all helped me make that program a
success. And because of that, it opened the doors for so many other things, so many
organizations that you can't even imagine. And then watching Mrs. Carson become a
member of the board at San Bernadino Valley College. I mean, it just...all these women
were doing all these great things. And Ms. Jewel Shelton, and you just name 'em.
Carolyn Tillman [00:55:46] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:55:46] So, I had all these role models, even though my mom
had died when I was a teenager. And so, you know, my grandfather's words just followed
me. I've had people put me under their wings all my life, and I'm just so grateful for that.
I'm so grateful for that.
Carolyn Tillman [00:56:03] Absolutely.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:56:03] And so that's why I try to give back now. I try to be like
them.
Carolyn Tillman [00:56:07] I can testify. For the time that I've known you, you have
always been on the run for your community. Like I said, this is so hard to interview
because I could just talk...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:56:18] Say so much...
Carolyn Tillman [00:56:18] And say so much. Now, let's hone in on the Rialto Unified
School Board. What...what possessed you to run it?
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:56:28] It was back during a time in the early 80s when, you
know, African-American students were still having a hard time. When I moved over here,
my daughter was one of eight or nine students at...they had just built Kolb Middle School
and had one black teacher. And so they were still treating black kids different, let me just
say that. So, I heard about how they were doing in the whole school district. At that time,
they were still calling Mexicans names, there was still calling black kids names. These
were principals.
Carolyn Tillman [00:57:06] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:57:06] And so, you know, I just can't...went to Mr. Brown, he
was the kind of guy who you can just go and talk to about whatever's going on in the

community, so every time he came to the district, all of us just went in and just started
complaining. I was always complaining about how the staff was treating African-American
students and Mexican students. He said, "Why don't you just run for a seat on the board
and do something about it and stop complaining?" I was like, "Oh, well...I mean, a couple
of African-Americans have run but they never won.
Carolyn Tillman [00:57:38] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:57:38] And so by that time I had met Ratibu.
Carolyn Tillman [00:57:43] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:57:43] And so, you know, he was the kinda guy who did...who
believed that anything was possible. Anything you decide you want to do, you can do it.
Carolyn Tillman [00:57:52] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:57:52] So he said, "well, let's do that." And I said, "well, How do
I do that?" He said, "Don't worry about it, we'll do it." And so we started...I started running
for a seat on the school board. And so since no black had ever won, all the other
candidates ignored me. You know, they were pulling up each other's signs, and they were
running against each other and they just completely...
Carolyn Tillman [00:58:20] "Isn't that cute. Look at her."
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:58:20] I can't...I mean, I still remember the day that Jerry Eaves
was giving a reception for Dixie Bayer. She was the apparent winner because she was a
state PTA chair, and she lived up here all the...lived up here in the country club at the
time...
Carolyn Tillman [00:58:36] Right. Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:58:36] ...and she was supposed to win.
Carolyn Tillman [00:58:38] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:58:38] And so I thought it was an open reception, and Ratibu
and I went to the reception. When I went into the room, they all turned around and looked
at me. I didn't know that it wasn't for me. But anyway...
Carolyn Tillman [00:58:57] That's perfect.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:58:59] Anyway, the two front runners ignored me completely,
and so we just started running, walking around to every house in the neighborhood and,
you know, ran the campaign. And Dennis Mobley, he shadowed me. We always...I always
tease him about it that I'm the reason he got on the board 'cause he kept showing
everywhere I went had a reception. He didn't spend any money. He just went to...
Carolyn Tillman [00:59:26] Went right through...
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:59:26] We laughed about it the other day.

Carolyn Tillman [00:59:35] "I'm with her."
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:59:36] And Dr. Willis lived up the street pretty much how
Mormons lived up here at that time. And so we...I ran that campaign and won, and so
everybody was, like, stunned. Like the night, I'll never forget Dr. Chuck Singleton lived up
the street from me. So, the night of the campaign, everybody...back then, we didn't have
computers and stuff, so you had to wait 'til the vote came in.
Carolyn Tillman [00:59:59] Right. Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [00:59:59] And so this was...you may remember, this was my
garage here, and so we had stools and party, Ratibu had food and all that. I sat over there
in the corner like this until the vote came in. So, I'll never forget that night, and I had an
opportunity to get up in Chuck's church and remind him of how he came down from his
house...he came down here and prayed for me. He came down and had everybody come
in, and he prayed, and he wanted me to remember the values, and he was saying, like,
"Fashion, you know, come and go." He said, "You just can't be the flavor of the week," he
said, "Because, you know, this spring you wear short dresses, next spring is, you know,
long dresses." He said, "But values have to stay the same." And he said, "I pray that if you
are elected, that you will remember that, that your purpose is to serve." And he prayed that
prayer, and I never forgot his prayer. And so when I was taking Torlakson around last
year, a couple of years ago, we went to his church. And so I had a chance to get up and
thank him again for that prayer. And he said, he...and then he remembered. He said, "I
had almost forgotten that prayer." I said, "I never forgot that prayer. You prayed at my
thing." So, in the meantime though, it became like ten thirty, eleven o'clock, and so the
votes were coming in. All the elected people were up at the Dixie Bayer's house, she lived
two streets over, 'cause she was gonna win. And so when the votes start coming in, I start
getting ahead. Do you know, they all left Dixie Bayer's house and came down here? So,
anyway, I never forgot that in politics, that is whoever is winning.
Carolyn Tillman [01:01:47] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:01:47] So, Longview all of them came down here.
Carolyn Tillman [01:01:50] Wow. We have one minute. I'm hoping we can continue on
another day 'cause this story is not told yet. Is there room on that desk still? That's okay.
Tur- I'll go ahead and turn it off.
Speaker 3 [01:02:14] Okay. Ready.
Carolyn Tillman [01:02:15] All right. We took a break briefly, and we were...we left off at
your win for the Rialto School Board...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:02:23] Rialto School Board.
Carolyn Tillman [01:02:24] ...and everybody came and celebrated...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:02:26] Celebrated and...it was uphill from there. It was...it was
an opportunity for me to give back, and it was an opportunity for me to impart wisdom to as
many young people as I wanted to. I mean, I just, you know, God gave me all these young
people to talk to...

Carolyn Tillman [01:02:53] And hear them, and they're growing...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:02:56] ..and to serve and to help. And I always just...I have to
tell every single one of 'em the story about my grandfather and the wisdom that he taught
me, you know, from the time I could hear and remember things. And so I tell them that my
grandfather said, "You know, if you serve people, people will serve you." And that had
happened to me all my life. I've never been rich, I've never had a lot of money, but I've
always had goodwill from people, and I've always been able to get help from people. And
because I never forgot what my grandfather taught me.
Carolyn Tillman [01:03:34] Excellent. How many years did you serve on the Rialto School
Board?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:03:37] Sixteen years.
Carolyn Tillman [01:03:38] Sixteen years.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:03:40] Sixteen years.
Carolyn Tillman [01:03:41] So, what would you consider some of your highlights?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:03:44] Well, first of all, the one that I'm really excited about is,
you know, they have student reps who come and report the news from their school. Very
first thing I did was to introduce the concept of them becoming board members. And so all
the board members thought, "Oh, that's a great idea." So, I said, "We need to allow them."
And so I was able to get that done. And the first young man who was on board member...
His mom was a part time teacher there, and he graduated with honors, and he went on to
be an investment banker over in Africa, and he... When the school was named in my
honor, he and his family came all the way back from Africa...
Carolyn Tillman [01:04:38] From Africa?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:04:38] ...and he spoke at my...at my event. And so I'm reaping
the good that I have done for people, and it's just so amazing.
Carolyn Tillman [01:04:51] Planted the seeds.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:04:52] Yeah, planted the seed.
Carolyn Tillman [01:04:54] Roll in the harvest,
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:04:55] And Corey was the second young man who served in
that role. And so now it's, you know, it's a given thing, and everybody thinks that it was
always there, but it wasn't always there. And so my...I felt my role on the board was to not
only educate the kids, but empower them and let them know that they, too, can become
leaders, and that all of us are leaders in our own right, and that we can teach and give,
and that it all comes...the universe brings it back to you. And this is what my grandfather,
you know, when you do good to others, it just can't help but come back to you. And Mr.
Brown was so instrumental in that teaching as well. He taught me so many lessons on
racism because way back then, you know, I was the first district director for a
congressman in this area. This area. It was like the first Democrat who lasted all those
years.

Carolyn Tillman [01:05:57] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:05:57] So, when he finally made me district director, I said,
"What do you want me to do? What is my role?" He said, "You know, you have the power;
you have the authority to help people, and that's what I want you to do." That was my job
description.
Carolyn Tillman [01:06:12] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:06:12] And so people could not understand how he kept
winning in this Republican atmosphere, and it's because every person who came through
that door got served. That's what he told me my job was, to make sure they got to served
'cause they couldn't understand. Here was a guy who didn't speak well, and they didn't
realize he was a scientist. But anyway, you know, he didn't go out to parties. I mean, he
didn't do that in the middle of all of this. He kept winning because every single person that
came through the door got served, and they got personal attention. And he told me that
was my job as district director to make sure that that happened, you know, 'cause that's
what we were there for. And...and...go ahead.
Carolyn Tillman [01:07:02] Somewhere in between here, Ratibu Jacocks shows up.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:07:08] Well, he showed up during the school board, during that
period of time.
Carolyn Tillman [01:07:13] Okay. And somewhere, I'm assuming somewhere in that time,
there was this increase in terms of Afrocentric thought, a relationship with Maulana
Karenga.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:07:25] Right, right.
Carolyn Tillman [01:07:26] So, tell us a little bit about that.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:07:28] Yeah, but that came...that came right before the school
board thing. I was still working for NCNW, working with the creative careers for youth. And
I've met Ratibu because he had come out here from New Jersey, although he's from
Virginia, he had come out here from New Jersey to work for Ralston Purina. And he
landed in Riverside, you know, with all my other friends, all the Fays, Stevens and all of
that, worked on a campaign over there, and then somebody told him about me. Somebody
said, "You know, there's a woman over in San Bernardino, she and Wilbur Brown, they do
the San Bernardino Black Athletes Hall of Fame." And so he heard about that, and he said,
"I want to see what that's about." And so he said that he came over and met me, you
know, at a Hall of Fame. But I didn't know it. I didn't pay attention...
Carolyn Tillman [01:08:21] You were too busy doing...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:08:22] I was too busy working. I was too busy working. And so
finally, he said it took him a while, but he figured out where I worked, and so he came
down to creative careers, and I met him down there. And then he said, "Oh, you...you
know, had I started..." No. He was working for Ralston Purina, but he went and got an
interview, and he started working for Ruben Ayala. And so when I left the creative careers
and, you know, went back to work for George Brown because, you know, I worked for

NCNW under Carter, and then Reagan came in, you remember, he cut all programs just
like that.
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:03] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:03] So, one day I had a job, the next day I didn't. So, all
those students I had placed in all these jobs, they said, "Ms. Carter, you don't have a job."
Oh, [inaudible] knocking on doors. They're like, "Ms. Carter, you don't have a job?"
They're, like, working in accounting, you know they got this job for me.
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:20] They helped you get a job and you lost yours.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:23] Matter of fact, I'm so proud of the young lady who is a
city councilperson in San Bernardino 'cause she was one of the first people that we got a
job for in the county, and she kept it all the way through.
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:37] Oh my goodness.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:38] What's her name...
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:39] Not Virginia.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:40] The black girl.
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:41] Oh, Bessine.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:42] Yes.
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:42] Yes. Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:44] So, she came back and said when she first got elected
and spoke and...
Carolyn Tillman [01:09:49] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:09:49] ...'cause she never forgot it. But it was so funny when
they cut the...when the program was cut, most of 'em had really good jobs. And I said...and
so they see me, "Ms. Carter, you don't have a job."
Carolyn Tillman [01:10:02] "What are you doing?"
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:10:04] So, Mr. Brown had told me when I went...left him to go to
NCNW, 'cause...me and Lois, we went to talk to him, and he said, "Look, you need to go
take that job because you'll learn how to manage budgets, you'll learn so many other
things." And it was the best advice he...anybody ever gave me because I got a chance to
go to Africa, I got a chance to, you know, work with people all over the country doing these
programs, and we were able to do good.
Carolyn Tillman [01:10:33] Right.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:10:33] And so it really was a good opportunity. So, when the
program stopped, Mr. Brown had said, "If I'm in office, you can always come back to work
with me.".
Carolyn Tillman [01:10:42] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:10:43] And so...but it was, like, October, November, so we had
to wait for the election. So, Ratibu and I start working on the campaigns. He was working
on Ruben Ayala's campaign, I was working at Mr. Brown's campaign.
Carolyn Tillman [01:10:57] Got it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:10:58] And so...so we just became really good friends.
Carolyn Tillman [01:11:02] Very good.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:11:02] We were such good friends. And so he spent the next
two or three months telling me why I shouldn't, you know, try to run after this guy I thought
I was madly in love with him...
Carolyn Tillman [01:11:17] Because he was your best friend, but he had a different idea
of...he wouldn't go let it be friends. for long.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:11:29] I was getting ready to run away from home with this guy.
He was like, "Oh god.".
Carolyn Tillman [01:11:38] What is it about our emotions that just take what is totally,
completely...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:11:44] Against what we need! I tell...I mean, God always sends
you what you do when you need it. And so all my life that has happened to me, and so I
thank God every day...
Carolyn Tillman [01:11:56] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:11:56] ...'cause if it hadn't been for Ratibu, I would've been off
somewhere with some crazy fool. Ratibu said, "Look, I've got sixteen girlfriends, he used
to tell me that all the time and, you know, this summer I'm getting ready to go home to my
family reunion, and I'm gonna take one of them. And so whoever I take to my family
reunion, that's who I'm gonna marry."
Carolyn Tillman [01:12:21] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:12:22] And so I said, "Oh, that's good." So, you know, he used
to bring these girls over and let me meet them and see, you know, and I always say, "No,
that's not one for you." So, we did that for each other. We were such good friends before
we even started dating. He called me up on the phone every night, and see, I didn't realize
he was a Bible student. His mother used to make him read the Bible every day instead of
punishing him. So, he knew the Bible backwards and forwards, so he called me up at night
and tell me all these stories about John and James and all these people, so... So, anyway,
it turned out that none of the girlfriends, and found out later there wasn't really all those
girlfriend, but anyway, they couldn't go. And so could I go 'cause he needed to take his

kids. You know, he was divorced, so he had his kids with him everywhere. He took his kids
everywhere with him, and could I go and help him take care of his kids at the family
reunion with his mom and dad? So, I went to his family reunion and fell in love with his
family.
Carolyn Tillman [01:13:27] Very good.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:13:28] Fell in love with his mom and his sister 'cause he and his
sister were so close. And so, you know, he used to get mad at me, that "You just married
me for my family." Pretty much.
Carolyn Tillman [01:13:41] Pretty much.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:13:41] But anyway, it is so amazing to marry your friend,
Carolyn.
Carolyn Tillman [01:13:46] Wonderful.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:13:47] God has really blessed me because I'd gone through
those other two and he's just...
Carolyn Tillman [01:13:53] Well, you could sense that between the two of you.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:13:55] Oh, yeah. I mean, we were best friends.
Carolyn Tillman [01:13:57] You know that it's a real comfortable friendship.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:13:58] When we got married, there wasn't anything he didn't
know about me and my family. There wasn't anything I didn't know about him and his
family and his devotion to his daughters. I mean, he didn't go anywhere without his
daughters and...and, you know, so we just embraced our kids and, you know, your kids
and... And he was my best friend in my whole life since I met him.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:22] That's wonderful.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:23] He was my best friend.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:24] I could tell.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:25] Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:25] I can tell.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:26] And so...
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:28] And you were his best friend.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:28] And I was his best friend.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:29] Yeah.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:30] And so he...everything I wanted to do, he would work to
make sure that that happened.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:35] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:36] And vice versa.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:37] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:37] And vice versa.
Carolyn Tillman [01:14:37] I agree. I agree that I think of somebody even at a distance
from where I am could see it, and Stevie Wonder could see it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:14:45] I mean, I just can't believe that. And today I still can't
believe that God would give me a friend like that and a husband like that and then take him
away, and I guess I've been bitter about that. And I have almost come full circle to accept
the fact that God has known what to do in my life all these years, and why would he all of a
sudden not know what to do in my life now? And so I'm almost accepting that he had a
purpose for that. I just don't know what it is.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:23] You just don't know what it is.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:24] I just don't know what it is. I can't imagine what it could
be. I just can't imagine.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:29] You feel that way too, but the community who loved him feels
the same way too.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:34] Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:34] We are grieving with you in that same light, and we can't
imagine that He would take him away from us...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:43] No.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:43] ...but we do trust God to know that...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:46] That this had to be a reason.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:48] And we don't know Him. We may not know it until we too have
transitioned...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:54] We may not know.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:55] ...but we do understand that we can still trust Him...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:15:59] Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [01:15:59] ...and that what we can't see today may prove itself out in the
future, in the...in the Ratibu that lives...that lives within us.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:16:12] That lives within us, because he was...anything that he
felt I needed to do, he would be right out front doing it.
Carolyn Tillman [01:16:21] Oh, yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:16:22] I mean, that whole running for the assembly, you know,
that whole, you know, whatever it was that I was supposed to do or he was supposed to
do, he was just right out front doing that. Not just me, but other people in the community as
well.
Carolyn Tillman [01:16:37] So, I'm gonna take this time to say that after sixteen years of
being on the school board in Rialto, and again, I think the love that Ratibu had for you, I
think to help the...to work with the community to name a school in your honor...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:17:02] Oh my God. He took it on as a project.
Carolyn Tillman [01:17:04] As a project.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:17:05] You know because he had heard my grandfather's story.
We got up and told each other stories, the same stories every day, and we walked every
day. So, we tell the same stories over and over again every day, our walk... And so he
knew my grandfather's story. He knew how I felt and that I gave all praises and honors to
the values that my grandfather instilled in me.
Carolyn Tillman [01:17:25] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:17:25] And so when the school...when the school was being
built, I was on the board when we raised the money and passed the bond and all that. And
then after that, I went back to work at Cal State for Dr. Carney.
Carolyn Tillman [01:17:37] Right, right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:17:37] And so, you know, I was just... So, then they said, "Oh!
Well, gee, we getting ready to name school number three." So, they put out their petitions,
and I was...we had our store at the time. We had a carpeting store across the street. And
so I was busy filling out the forms for all these people that I wanted to submit names for,
and he was taking them and putting them in the trash. I didn't know that. He put it in the
trash 'cause he had started working with WAG, Wes Jefferson and all these people. He
said, "We gonna name this school for her," you know? And so I had, you know, Lois
Carson...I mean, I had a whole slew of people that I had written down, you know, the name
for the school. He was all, "I'll take that." So, I did not know for a long time, and I just
panicked when I found out that he had submitted my name for the school. And so when
that happened the night, I didn't even go to the meeting, but I heard that people who said
they would never speak in public got up and spoke for me, you know, just people who, you
know, just...that I met, you know, people in my life, you know, that got up and spoke. And
Ratibu said one of the board members said, that was right on the heels of one of our
supervisors who had just gotten out of office because he had done something, was still
living, and one of the board members said, "Well, you know, it's gonna be difficult for me to
vote for her because she's still alive, and we don't know what she's gonna do." And, you
know, and I understand Pastor Turner got up and said, "You know if she's..." whatever, I
think I was sixty or whatever years old, "only thing at this point in her life..."

Carolyn Tillman [01:19:29] What do you expect her to do?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:19:32] But anyway, so all these people came out, you know,
that I had served, you know, all these years, came out and spoke in favor for me, and that
was just the most amazing thing, because I could finally, finally, finally pay my grandfather
back for everything he taught me from the time I was born until he died when I was seven
or eight, and it never left me. "If you serve people, people will serve you." That's what he
told me. He said, "Don't let your color get in your way. Don't let the fact that you're a
girl...don't...remember that you're a Carter, and if you serve people, people will serve you."
And I've told everybody that. And so Ratibu said, "You know, if I hear that story one more
time..."
Carolyn Tillman [01:20:23] How fitting that his granddaughter would have a high school,
that he started as a teacher, that he worked as the professor...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:20:29] Yeah, he was Professor Carter. And with his reputation
down there, you know, like when I used to go home in the summer and, you know, 'cause I
remember when I first got on the school board, we went home and my Aunt Viola took us
to the bank because we had to use a fax machine because we still had a business. And so
the girl out front says, "Oh, we don't let outsiders, you know, use our fax machine." And
Ratibu said, "Well, you know, she's an elected school board member." And she said,
"Well, you know, I'm just sorry. We just don't do it." So, my Aunt Viola said, you know,
"Where is the manager?" And so the manager comes out and she said, "You know, this is
Anderson Carter's granddaughter."
Carolyn Tillman [01:21:15] He was...Ratibu was using the wrong clout.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:21:18] Yeah. "Oh, Anderson...Professor Carter's
granddaughter? Oh, girl, you just come on in here to the office." So, down there in
Neshoba County, when you say Anderson Carter, when you say Professor Anderson
Carter, they know. They...it means something. You know, the church is still going on. I still
pay dues.
Carolyn Tillman [01:21:37] Beautiful.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:21:38] You know, and it's still there on his property. And, you
know, people just revere him because he was the guy that educated all these black and
Native American students, and they went on to be all that. They went on to be all of that.
So, the church is still there, and so I'd still go home in the summer. And my aunts and
uncles who raised me, you know, I still have to, you know, like my aunt... Every aunt
taught you something. You know, I had one, my Aunt Willie would...the way she taught
kids about how to get along, you know, when you were little kids playing, everybody got
send to Aunt So and so's house to do something. And we would go to her house to pull
weeds or plant the garden or whatever, and kids would get into a fight and stuff. "I'm
gonna go tell." So, we had run and try to tell her something. She said, "Oh, wait, hold it all.
All y'all come here. Come here. Mmkay, yeah. Whatever it is, all of y'all are gonna get a
whipping for it, so do you still want to tell me what it is or do you want to go solve it
yourself?" So, we learned how to go resolve our own issues, so every aunt and every
uncle taught you something. And so that's why that whole family thing is still so close to
me, and I still go home. And when you go past that line, it's Aunt So and so, and "Yes,
ma'am" and "No, ma'am" and all of that.

Carolyn Tillman [01:23:00] That's right. That's right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:23:03] Yeah. And so Ratibu had an opportunity to experience
all my family members, the church, and all of that with me, and I had an opportunity to
experience his family and all of his upbringings and all of his values that he was taught and
to me, all of those. And so my question still remains to God: why would you take my
husband? I get up every morning and I...and sometimes...I used to say it out loud every
morning, and now I just say it in here 'cause I can't believe that someone who worked as
hard as he did for me... He didn't...he didn't...he was never embarrassed by that. He
was...he was...
Carolyn Tillman [01:23:51] He was proud of you.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:23:53] ...proud to do that.
Carolyn Tillman [01:23:54] He was proud of you.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:23:54] He was proud to do that...
Carolyn Tillman [01:23:55] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:23:56] ...because I know when I was running for the
assembly...you remember? I had no money and I started late. Nobody, you know, I
couldn't get any sponsors 'cause they had all committed to other people. And, you know,
Pastor Turner comes running up to me that late in the game and talking about "God told
me to tell you to run for this office." It was a year later, and I said, "He did?" He said,
"Yeah." I said, "He never told me anything like that." He said, "Well, He told me to tell you
to run." And I said, "Why would He do that?" He says, "Well..." He says, "Several reasons."
He says... I said, "I can't do it. I don't know how to do that." He said, "Well, you told me to
tell you." And he said...I said, "I can't." He said, "Why." I said, "Number one, I'm too old."
So then, of course, you know I had to hear the Moses story.
Carolyn Tillman [01:24:46] Yeah? Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:24:47] And so...and I said, "Number two, I don't have a killer
instinct to be a politician." He said, "That's what the problem is now. We got too many
killers, we got all of that going on, and we don't need that, you know." And I said, "Well,
everybody's been running a year. I don't have any money." He said, "Sometimes when you
have a good name, you don't need as much money as the next fella."
Carolyn Tillman [01:25:10] Well, well.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:25:10] And he says, "We're coming into hard times." You know,
we were coming into the whole housing thing.
Carolyn Tillman [01:25:15] That's right. That's right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:25:16] He said, "We're coming into hard times, and we need
somebody up there who's gonna fight for the people and not just to line their own pockets.
Carolyn Tillman [01:25:25] Right, right.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:25:25] And he said...and I said, "Well, I'm way too old, Pastor
Turner." And he said...then I had to hear the whole Moses story.
Carolyn Tillman [01:25:33] That's right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:25:33] So, he said, "I want you to just go home and do two
things for me. I want you to read 'The Book of Esther,' and I want you to read 'The Purpose
Driven Life,' and I want you to come back and talk to me." So, I came home and told
Ratibu, and he said, "Well, I'mma read 'Esther,' but I ain't reading no 'Purpose Driven Life.
It ain't 'bout no black person." So, we did that. So, I went back, and Pastor Turner said,
"So, what do you think?" And I said, "You know, Pastor Turner, you know, I just have
worked, and I'm finally...that was the first summer that I was home I didn't have a job. I
was...been able to read all of my books and lay up on the couch, go work in my yard." And
I said, "Well, yeah, there is another reason." I said, "You know, Tony said that he would...if
he ever got off the school board, he was going to run, and that was a couple years ago,
and the black people said, you know, 'We would help him.'" And so I said, "I just can't do
it." So, he said, "I gotta go talk to Tony 'cause he can't win 'cause God told me to tell you to
run." So, I said, "Well, still I can't do it." Do you know he went talked to Tony?
Carolyn Tillman [01:26:45] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:26:45] And Tony said, "No, I've already filed, and I've already
gone to Sacramento, and so I'm gonna run." This was like June or something.
Carolyn Tillman [01:26:54] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:26:54] So, I came back home, stretched out on the couch,
reading my books and stuff. So around August, I start hearing rumors that Tony wasn't
gonna run. And so I called him up. I said, "Tony, are you still gonna run for the assembly?"
He said, "Oh, yeah. Yeah, I'm still running." I said, "Oh, okay." So, I just went back to read
my books. You know, this whole year is going by, mind you.
Carolyn Tillman [01:27:18] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:27:18] And so December 1st was NCNW Convention in
Washington, D.C., so you know we all piled up and went to the convention. So, on the 4th,
we come back home from the convention, and Tony calls. And he says, "You know, my
mom is in Texas-" or his aunt or somebody "-and they're sick, and I'm gonna have to go
back and forth and help take care of 'em. So, I'm calling you to let you know that I'm not
gonna run." I didn't tell a soul. I didn't tell Ratibu. I didn't tell anybody that Tony had called
me. I went back to reading my books and stuff. I don't know how Pastor Turner found that
out. December 30th, 8:00 o'clock at night, you know, we were in the bed. We heard this
knock on the door, and it was Pastor Turner and an accountant, and he said, "We went
and we took the liberty of going and filling in...getting...filling out the papers. We got the
bank account..."
Carolyn Tillman [01:28:20] "We need your signature."
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:28:22] Yeah. He said, "And we opened up a bank account, we
put a thousand dollars in it, and we need you to sign right here." So, I'm sitting over here
and and said Ratibu, we in our house coats and stuff. And so I said, "Well..." So, Ratibu,
you know him, he said, "Let's do it. Let's do it." So, I started out a year late with no money

and no support, and so I started calling all these people in Sacramento. They just...we're
all committed to everybody else.
Carolyn Tillman [01:28:57] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:28:57] And so then I heard...a couple of weeks later, I heard
that the Black Caucus was having this big function. It was a Saturday afternoon or
something in Sacramento and that they were all meeting up there. And so I got on a plane
and went up there. Somebody told me to go up there and talk to the Black Caucus.
Carolyn Tillman [01:29:15] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:29:16] And so I got up there, first of all, you know, I have no
sense of direction, so I got lost. I was muddling around up there on the Capitol grounds,
couldn't find the reception. And so I just almost started crying. All of a sudden I heard this
music. Music? I said, "Oh, it's gotta be."
Carolyn Tillman [01:29:30] Follow the music.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:29:31] So, I went over there, and I tried to get in, and I didn't
know anybody, and, you know, people weren't...they were already mixing and talking and
stuff. And so I just kinda...I was just almost in tears, I start walking outside. And Mr. Dimely
was sitting out in the yard by himself, he was sitting out at one of the tables. So, I went
over and I said, "Mr. Dimely, I don't know if you remember me, but you used to come to
San Bernardino because of Mr. Brown all the time. He said, "Oh yeah, I remember you.
You work for George Brown." And I said, "Yeah." And so then I started crying. I was telling
him what happened, and that I was out there, and I couldn't find a...what you call it?
People who...who run your campaign, a campaign manager. And I said, "You know, so
they're all taken, and I just don't know what to do. I just don't know what to do." And so he
took out a piece of paper, wrote down three names on a piece of paper, and he said, "You
go home and you call one of these and tell them that I said to call them, and they will help
you." So, I brought the list home, then Ratibu prayed over it, and I picked the one in the
middle, and it was the man who helped me, Mr. Long, I think his name was Walter. But
anyway, so we called him and I told him what Mr. Dimly said, and Ratibu said, "Can you
come down and meet us?" And so we met in Hardy Brown's office. Me, Hardy Brown,
Ratibu, and somebody else was there. Oh, one of the students and... So, we told him all
this whole story and all of that. So, he said, "Well, so how much money had you raised?"
'Cause I had sent my list out all my relatives and stuff that I have on my computer, and so I
had raised fifteen thousand dollars. People sent me twenty five dollars, fifty dollars, you
know, thirty dollars, hundred dollars. So, I thought that was a lot.
Carolyn Tillman [01:31:29] I thought it was good.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:31:30] So anyway, I said, "We have fifteen hundred dollars."
So, he said, "Oh, okay. Well, let me see." I said, "I may be able to get back to you on that."
You know, so he started picking up his bags and backpedaling and all of that. And so
Ratibu saw that going on it, and I tell you, my husband was an amazing man. Amazing,
perceptive guy. He saw the guy getting ready to leave. So, he said, "Do you have a few
minutes?" And the guy said, "Yeah." Mr. Walker said, "Yeah." "Well, let me just take you, I
need to show you something." And so he said, "Okay." So, Ratibu took him over to the
school, and so he said, "You see that name right down there on the thing?" So, the guy

looked, he said, "Is that...is that the same person?" He said, "Yeah, yeah. She has a
school named for her." Ratibu said, "Yeah." Mr. Walker said, "We can win this."
Carolyn Tillman [01:32:34] I love that story.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:32:36] Isn't that amazing? I'm telling you how God is?
Carolyn Tillman [01:32:41] I do. He is. He is.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:32:41] God is so good. And so he said, "I'll be here tomorrow
with my...with my camp...with my staff, and we need to get the pictures and stuff, put on
your St. John suit. And I said, "well, what's a St. John suit? I didn't know what a St. John
suit was. He said, "We got to get the portfolio." I really didn't know. I mean, I heard of it, but
I, you know... And so, I went and told Barbara and Joanne...and Barbara...I mean, Barbara
and Deborah. So, Deborah said, "Girl, let me bring you one of my St. John suits." So, all
my first pictures in that navy blue suit is Joanne's. 'Cause I didn't know where to...I didn't...
Carolyn Tillman [01:33:24] All your girlfriend's great. Love it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:33:26] But anyway, he said "We can win this."
Carolyn Tillman [01:33:29] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:33:30] And, you know, the rest is history.
Carolyn Tillman [01:33:34] And the rest is history. Rest is history.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:33:34] Rest is history. And I'm telling you, God was so in all of
that because even after he took it over, I still couldn't get anybody in Sacramento. They
had all been...
Carolyn Tillman [01:33:44] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:33:45] ...you know, and so I couldn't get anybody. So, a month
later, A.K.A. was having their day at the Capitol. So, Lois Carson said, "You need to go,
and I'm gonna ask them to let you speak at the luncheon 'cause you need to get your
sorority sisters to help you." So, I got up there, and I was so nervous, and I spoke. You
know, they clapped and stuff, you know... So, when I walked down off the stage, a woman
came up to me, and she was a sorority sister from Hayward. Now this is to show you, none
of the ones from down here, but one from Hayward came up to me, and she said, "You
know, Miss Carter, I know a lady, an A.K.A. woman up here who is a lobbyist, and her
office is right around the corner. And come with me, and I'm gonna call her down and have
her meet you." And it was Phyllis. The black one.
Carolyn Tillman [01:34:36] Wow.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:34:36] She works for Minets in...this big company.
Carolyn Tillman [01:34:39] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:34:39] And so she came down, and she said, "One of our
sorors is running for office, and she doesn't have anyone to represent her, and she has no

money, and we need to help her." Not much sorority sisters down here, but this woman
was from Hayward, California, and Phyllis is from Sacramento, and so Phyllis took over.
Yeah. She was a lobbyist, and so she got me a committee, and she started raising money,
you know, she came.... I mean, it was just amazing how God was just all in that whole
thing...is in that whole thing. I still never did raise over thirty thousand dollars. Thirty...no I
raised six...sixty five thousand in all. They had like three hundred thousands and all of that.
Carolyn Tillman [01:35:21] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:35:22] But let me tell you about serving people, Carolyn: all my
life I served people, and Mr. Brown had always told me, "If you serve people, people will
serve you." And my grandfather told me that, Mr. Brown told me that. They told me he just
wanted me to service the people in his district.
Carolyn Tillman [01:35:40] That's right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:35:40] That's what I did. On the school board, that's what I did.
Carolyn Tillman [01:35:44] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:35:44] And just let me tell you, didn't raise the money, but
people came out of the woodworks to help me. You know, I'm telling you, the Mormons...I
mean, not the Mormons, the Muslims took all of Fontana 'cause they had been in Kwanzaa
with us for like years.
Carolyn Tillman [01:36:01] Yes, yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:36:01] And they would come show up every morning. You
know, they don't speak, they don't talk. Show up, get the flyers. They did all of South
Fontana, would just kinda show up and get the stuff and do it, get it done. The students
came from Carter, you know, Corey and all this...he went and got all the students. And
your ex-husband, I have to tell you, I mean, he bought signs. You know, he went out and
got people to walk. Everybody had to volunteer 'cause I didn't have any money.
Carolyn Tillman [01:36:31] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:36:32] Didn't have any money. Veterans that I had helped from
long time ago at George Brown's office, they came out and to "Let me call. Let me help.
Let me do something," you know? And I just have to talk about that all the time because I
have to remember God's goodness.
Carolyn Tillman [01:36:50] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:36:51] Which is why it's so hard for me to accept the fact that he
took my husband, and that I know there has to be some good that comes from that
because I...every time I get sad, I have to go back and remember how much he's done for
me over the years, and all of that was...
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:10] He gave 'em to you in the first place.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:13] Gave him to me in the first place. Gave him to me in the
first place. None of that...most of this would not have happened had it not been for Ratibu.
The school...
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:21] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:22] ...you know, the campaign...
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:24] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:24] ...you know, he worked hisself silly.
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:25] What you call that, wind beneath your wings.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:28] Exactly.
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:30] For real.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:31] Exactly.
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:30] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:30] None of that would have happened if it had not been for
him, you know?
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:34] So, what are your highlights that you remember in your
assembly term?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:39] Well, first of all, Pastor Turner was correct. We...I came
in...right after I came in, the whole housing market fell.
Carolyn Tillman [01:37:46] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:37:46] So, I came in when nobody had money, they took the
money out of education; all of that just was before me when I came in. And so one of the
things that's not known in this area is the fact that San Bernadino School District was up to
get the funding to build all those elementary schools that they built.
Carolyn Tillman [01:38:10] Right, right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:38:11] Well, something happened to the paperwork, you know.
They had gotten this stuff in by the end of the year, but for some reason, the people in
Sacramento felt that the paperwork didn't come in 'til January, and they were saying that
their contract was null and void.
Carolyn Tillman [01:38:27] Oh my goodness.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:38:27] So, you know how long they had worked on the money
to build that school. And speaking of having the right people in the right place at the right
time, most of those people up there, the staff people in Sacramento, they're not used to
like what we did in George Brown. You know, you call 'em up, and you talk...have 'em talk

to the constituent. I mean, they can call the office, write a letter; that's their attitude in
Sacramento.
Carolyn Tillman [01:38:49] Right. Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:38:50] So...Mr...what's the guy, the facility guy's name?
Carolyn Tillman [01:38:55] Oh, he just retired.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:38:56] Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [01:38:59] K...Ku...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:38:59] No. Oh, God. But anyway, he came to see me
and...'cause I represented the district.
Carolyn Tillman [01:39:06] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:39:07] So, he told me what the problem was. So, I began calling
all these people in my office, and they had...they said, "You want me to come to your
office?" I mean, they just don't do that in Sacramento. In George's office, I mean, you
called him in. And so he came over all arrogant, I mean, you know, "I just have a few
minutes. What do you want?" You know, kinda thing. I said, "Hey, hold it. Hold it. I'm the
assembly member here. This is about my district and schools in my district, so I want you
to go back through all the papers and look at the dates that all of this was received." "Well,
I don't know if I'm gonna have time," and, you know, they were just going on and on like
that. I was just couldn't believe it. And so this went on for two or three months. They kept
Mr...oh god, what was his name...
Carolyn Tillman [01:39:49] It's on the tip of my tongue too.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:39:51] I know. I just met with him.
Carolyn Tillman [01:39:53] He just retired.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:39:54] Yeah, I just met with the woman in his...
Carolyn Tillman [01:39:57] It'll come. Keep talking, it'll come.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:39:58] Anyway, so they kept coming to my office and showing
me all the paperwork and stuff. And so it already had gotten out of the assembly, and so it
was gonna be an assembly. And just to show you, I have looked back on this and see how
God uses people to work. In the meantime, Torlakson saw I had...how I had won that
election, right? And so he always would come to me and say, "Can you take me down to
your church so your pastor can pray for me?"
Carolyn Tillman [01:40:36] Beautiful.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:40:36] And so I just became really good friends with him, and
so I told him about my archiving program, and as you know, he came down and did a
fundraiser for me and, you know, just, you know. But let me just tell you, he was on the

Senate committee that was going to approve or disapprove this San Bernadino School
District issue. And so when the night that the Senate was going to vote on it...
Carolyn Tillman [01:41:03] Look at that.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:41:04] ...I'm tryna think of the guy's name. He and the
Bernardino City lobbyist was there, several people was there, me and Robin went over to
be in the Senate chambers while they were getting ready to come and vote. And so
Torlakson saw me down there with the San Bernardino people. He came down off the
thing, came over to me and said, "I need to see you outside." And he said, "Tell the
lobbyists this is what they should say." Don't tell anybody this, but anyway... So, I did, and
it passed. I'm trying to think of the guy's name 'cause every elementary school this...was
built after that, I would go to the opening, and he would come up to me, and hug me, and
thank me for my help.
Carolyn Tillman [01:41:55] I know exactly who you're talking about.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:41:57] And see, you know, our superintendent took all the credit
for it, but that's okay. It's not...it's not the deal. The deal is God is good, and God...
Carolyn Tillman [01:42:07] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:42:08] ...God gives back to those who serve.
Carolyn Tillman [01:42:09] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:42:10] And so I'm saying that was one of the major things, and
being able to talk to young people who would come to my office and complain about, "Our
school doesn't have any money." "We can't buy this, that, and the other." I'll never forget a
middle school from Rancho Cucamonga came in, and they weren't in my district, but I told
Robin, "That don't matter. People come to my office, I don't care if they're in my...not in my
district, let 'em come in." So, these young people came in saying they didn't have any
money, and then school was this, that, and the other. I said, "You all are in community
college?" "Yeah." I said, "Well, do you realize that all over that there's no money? There's
no money in the elementary kids' schools either. So, what I want you to do is think about
how you can help the issue. Go into the elementary schools and help the teachers,
counsel the students, tutor them, 'cause they probably don't have any...enough help."
Carolyn Tillman [01:43:11] They have none.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:43:12] Thought that. I said, "This is a time that we're supposed
to come together and help other people." So, as these young people came in to talk to me,
I showed them how they could use this period to give back what God had given them. And
so this one young lady said, "You know, I never thought about that 'cause I wanna be a
counselor." I said, "Here's an opportunity to help other people." So, every time they would
come in and complain about "we don't have any money, we don't have any books, we
don't have any this," I give this speech, you know, and I don't know how many people...
Carolyn Tillman [01:43:49] That's your grandfather.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:43:50] Yep, and so I know this young lady did...

Carolyn Tillman [01:43:53] You can do anything.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:43:55] Yes, you serve people...
Carolyn Tillman [01:43:57] You serve people...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:43:57] ..and people will serve you.
Carolyn Tillman [01:43:59] ...and people will serve you.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:43:59] And it goes right back to that. Everything that has
happened to me in my life, it goes back to what my grandfather taught me from the time I
was couldn't remember words.
Carolyn Tillman [01:44:08] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:44:08] You know, three or four years old, he would sit on his lap
and say, "You know, if you serve people, and I want you to do that, I don't want you to let
the fact that you're a girl, I don't want to let the fact that you're black, I don't want you to let
the fact of any of those kinda things..." And see, I'm so glad. See, here I was in the middle
of Neshoba County, Mississippi, one of the most racist states in the world, and we were
never taught to be racist and hate white people. And I'm so sad about that sometimes
'cause I was never taught to hate white people.
Carolyn Tillman [01:44:43] You weren't supposed to know.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:44:45] No, he said you love everybody.
Carolyn Tillman [01:44:48] There you go. Love is much stronger than hate.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:44:49] Exactly. He said, "You serve everybody and you always
get what you need."
Carolyn Tillman [01:44:55] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:44:55] "You know, the universe will give you what you need."
Carolyn Tillman [01:44:57] We could go quote forever, but I'm tryna stick to the script
here. Now you could have run for Senate seat after you turned out at the assembly there.
Why didn't you run?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:45:11] Again, let me tell you how good God is. I thought about
it, Ratibu I thought about it, and for the first time in...since we've been married, I finally was
home with my husband. And we talked every day, we walked every day, we were together
every single day, got up and held hands and walked every day, told each other stories, the
same stories over and over again, walking every morning. And so I thought about it, he
thought about it. And so I called the lady 'cause the women's caucus had called me,
Norma had called me, and everybody called me, and I said, "No, I think I'll just sit this one
out. I think I've just done that." I know God did that for a purpose, and I decided...
Carolyn Tillman [01:45:55] You needed that time together.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:45:57] ...you know, so we could have those three years
together. We had three years that we were inseparable. I never had one day of those three
years that we were not together. And so I think about that now, and I think about had I run
for that seat and won, I would've been in Sacramento, I wouldn't have spent my time with
my husband. And so those are the three years that I value, even though all of 'em were
good, all of 'em were excellent. You know, we had done all kinda youth programs together,
we had developed a Inland Area Kwanzaa Group, we had raised our own next
generation...
Carolyn Tillman [01:46:38] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:46:39] ..and I know...I look back on all of that, and it was all for
a purpose.
Carolyn Tillman [01:46:43] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:46:44] When my husband passed away, all of those young
people that we had trained to use the seven principles... Do you know, when I got home
that morning, they were all here. They were all here. They knew where everything was in
the house. They did the whole funeral. They did the whole thing. They did not leave. They
did not leave until it was done and did not leave that whole week, you know, because they
knew that our sisters and brothers problems are our problems, and we solve them
together. We had taught them that, you know, Joseph, [01:47:19]Eldred. Eldred [0.0s]
came back from Texas. He was on his way to see his mother up north, and he just
stopped by here. He didn't even know it. And it was so amazing 'cause I was...I didn't
know. I didn't even...I wasn't even conscious of anything, and Baji, all of them, they came,
they never left. And so Eldred used to come here all the time and, you know, play all of his
Tchaikovsky, you know, that Ratibu say, "Boy, don't you know any black people
playin'...don't you know any black music? All that training you got?" So, he flustered
Eldrred. Do you know what Eldred did on the day of his burial? Eldred got up that morning,
he came over. He said, "You know, Ratibu always asked me to play a black song from a
black composer." He said, "I'm going to the church. I'm gonna be there before people
come, and I'm going to play for him." And I just...I mean, I never forgot that, and I know
Ratibu knows that. He went to the church, and he said, "I'm gonna play for him." He said,
"I'll do it before the service."
Carolyn Tillman [01:48:31] It was full service and a beautiful service.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:48:33] It was a beautiful service, and they all showed up. And it
was a testament to his commitment and his time that he had given to the community and
to young people and to me and to his family...
Carolyn Tillman [01:48:47] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:48:48] ..you know? And he certainly improved my life.
Carolyn Tillman [01:48:53] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:48:53] I mean, he certainly improved my life, and I just wish I
could be at the point already where I have completely forgiven God.
Carolyn Tillman [01:49:08] You're getting there.

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:49:08] I'm getting...I'm getting there. But my life has been...
Carolyn Tillman [01:49:11] You're getting there. We couldn't...none of us are immortal
yet.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:49:14] No, and I know that I'll have to do the same thing.
Carolyn Tillman [01:49:18] We all have to take that journey, and we don't get a choice.
Psalms 139, is that "This is you...our days are numbered when we are in our mother's
womb." God knows our days and has signed our days. God's passing out the
assignment...
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:49:39] Exactly, exactly.
Carolyn Tillman [01:49:40] ...and we have to humbly yield to a greater wisdom than
ourselves.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:49:48] I know. And which is why Ratibu and I decided that we
would do this archiving.
Carolyn Tillman [01:49:52] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:49:53] 'Cause all those people that we met on the way up and
during... I mean, the contributions that African-Americans have made in this area...
Carolyn Tillman [01:50:04] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:50:04] And so we just, all over the world, but we decided that
we grew up here. This is our home, and we wanted to talk about the contributions that
were made here. The world's been done, United States' been done, all that's been done.
But what about the Inland Empire? These people have done so much, and they've served
so many people, and we wanted to talk about that, and we wanted to archive that because
he had no way of knowing he would be gone. I don't know where I'm gonna go, but people
need to know who came before them and who paved the way. These young people need
to know that.
Carolyn Tillman [01:50:40] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:50:41] For the people right here.
Carolyn Tillman [01:50:43] So, I'm gonna transition...this is perfect transition. God is so
good and now he's directing this interview.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:50:49] And so we decided to do that.
Carolyn Tillman [01:50:51] What were you and your team's first steps?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:50:55] At first...
Carolyn Tillman [01:50:56] Did you reach or seek out other institutions doing similar
work? Who did you speak to?

Wilmer Amina Carter [01:51:03] Well, first of all, since I was, you know, seven, eight
years old, we went home every summer. You know, black folks go home every summer
and never lost connection to home.
Carolyn Tillman [01:51:13] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:51:13] And so while everybody else would be talking, playing,
partying, whatever, I put out one of my aunts or uncles or somebody in the community,
and invite...I ask them some questions about growing up and about what happened to
them and all of that back home, which is why it's so fresh in my mind. I write down on
these little pieces of paper, and I come home. And so I'm a junkaholic, so I start saving all
these writings and all of these things that about people who do things. And I've been in
twenty six organizations here, and so I have a file on everything they've done, you know,
NCNW. All the time I've worked for NCNW and Mr. Brown, I mean, you name it. I'd save all
these pieces of paper. And so finally, Ratibu had to build me a house out there 'cause I
had all these pieces of paper. My kids was like, "She's a junkaholic! We need to get rid of
this!" I know, because as you get older, your memory...you can't retain all that in your
memory...
Carolyn Tillman [01:52:13] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:52:13] ...so I just wrote it down. I saved it. All the assembly, all
these things I say. So, I had them all, and so Ratibu and I decided: why don't we just talk
about the people here in this area instead of trying to do the state, which been done? I
mean, the United States has been done, the world has been done; let's talk about the
Inland impact.
Carolyn Tillman [01:52:36] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:52:37] And so, sure enough, God is always listening.
Carolyn Tillman [01:52:41] Mm hmm.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:52:41] So, I had worked at Cal State two times. So, then when I
came back from the assembly, I heard that they had hired a new librarian at Cal State. So,
I went to his reception, and the copy editor was walking around and talking. Seemed like a
regular guy, real regular guy, so I went up to him and introduced myself. So, my second
sentence was, "Well, you know, I have all this history of the Inland Empire, and I'd really
like to know how I can archive, how I can save it." He said, "I can help you with that." Just
like that! He said," I can help you with that." And so he said, "Oh, when do you want me to
come up and look at it?" And I panicked. I said, "Oh my God, you gonna look at all these
pieces of paper and all this junk." So, he said...so I said, "Next week." He said, "Sure." You
know, real regular guy. So, he brought Jill, the assistant librarian, and you should've seen
me cleaning up the house, straightening out my drawers and stuff. So, he came over, and
he looked at how I had saved them because I saved them by subject and by name and by
organization. You know, our NCNW members, whatever else they had done, I put 'em
in...this all I knew how to do, right? And so he said, You've done a good job of organizing."
And he said, "We can help you with that." So, he started introducing me to Dr. Long, who
was in history up there, and to Jill, his assistant. He said, "We can help you come up with a
method of how you can do that." So, that's how I got started. And so from there, we started
learning about how you do it, so then I knew what to ask people for, and, you know, then I

was trying to do it. And then I tried to put together a board of people who would be
interested in doing that kinda thing. And so it just started off from that, and so we've been
just compiling information, riding for grants, trying to get funding 'cause I didn't realize how
much money it caused to do that work, and God just sent us people. For example, I just
need to tell you a story about Stephanie. We had a student intern that Dr. Caballero had
given us, and she was getting ready to graduate, so she knew about it. So, she helped us
get the filing together and get started and gave us information on how you do it. And so we
did our first event, you know, telling the community that we wanted to do that and asking
for their help. And then we did the next event with Mr. Jack Hill. We wanted somebody that
the whole community loved and get people involved and see how important that is. Mr. Hill
has been here all his life, and a lot of people didn't even know half the stuff he'd done and
contributed to the Inland Empire. And so...so she was gonna graduate, so then Ratibu
said, "Okay, so we got to figure out how to get somebody else." So, the girl who was
getting ready to graduate, she says, "Oh, I have a friend that I worked part-time with over
at the library in Rancho Cucamonga. I'm gonna bring her over." So, it ended up being
Stephanie. And so Stephanie comes in, and she threw her resume down the table in there,
so me and Ratibu open it up and stuff. And so she had put down: salary wanted. And there
was some like...something outrageous like, you know, like three thousand dollars an hour
or whatever. Oh no, it was like...
Carolyn Tillman [01:56:18] Might as well have been two thousand dollars for that one.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:56:21] So, anyway, we...me and Ratibu read it, we closed it up,
and we said, "Okay, so what we'll do is we'll get back to you," we said to her. So, we
said,"We'll call you." And so we let that go. The next Tuesday, she showed up. So, she's
been showing up since then. Never said anything about her resume, so every time I get
money, I pay her. Whatever it is, I pay her. And she never says... So, she kept her parttime job over at Rancho Cucamonga, and she's been coming in here three times a week.
I'm telling you, God is so good.
Carolyn Tillman [01:57:11] Yes, He is.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:57:11] And so I always tell her and everybody here, "When the
mission is sacred, the universe always gives you what you need."
Carolyn Tillman [01:57:19] I like that.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:57:21] So, that's been my motto.
Carolyn Tillman [01:57:22] I agree. I agree. When you contacted these people, what
was...I think you did offer that...you did said that. When you started the project, did you
have a set process or methodology for collecting interviews?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:57:38] No, this is why we contacted the librarian at Cal State,
and Jill sat with us and Dr. Long, and like I say, they sent their senior intern to explain to
us how you do this, and you remember years ago, you, me and Walter and Wilbur went to
see Dr...what was her name? You remember the instructor that we...
Carolyn Tillman [01:58:02] Was it Lorraine...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:58:02] ...but anyway, she was getting ready to retire. And so
she came down and you remember talked to the board, and then another instructor came

down and talked to the board. And so Jill was assigned to give us instructions on how you
start, what you do, all of that, and so I've done a lot of reading, a lot of talking to people
who know how to do it, and librarians. You remember I just went ahead to introduce myself
to the librarian down in San Bernadino. He was like...
Carolyn Tillman [01:58:30] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:58:32] "You had a Jack Hill room, and got nothing about Jack
Hill in here." He was like, "Who are you?" And so I figured we should start doing it. That's
how you learn.
Carolyn Tillman [01:58:43] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:58:44] And so I figured doing Jack Hill was gonna be easy
'cause, I mean, everybody loves Jack Hill.
Carolyn Tillman [01:58:50] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:58:50] And so I learned so much from, like, my doing it, so we
just started doing and bringing in people who knew how to do and having them show us
how to do it. And so we've learned a lot, we've written several grant requests. We have not
gotten a major one, we missed the last of my two points, but Tom Rivera got it at Cal
State, you know, so that was good. We both had applied for the same piece at Cal State.
That's fine. So, we have a new grant request and...
Carolyn Tillman [01:59:22] Great!
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:59:23] ...and I've spoken to everybody who will listen.
Carolyn Tillman [01:59:26] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:59:27] You know, I'm at the point now where people see me
coming, they're like, "Oh, gee, look at the time." But I'm not ashamed. I just can't go in right
on. Just recently, I was honored along with other African-Americans who served in the
Assembly and Senate in Sacramento during Black History Month.
Carolyn Tillman [01:59:47] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [01:59:48] And while I was there, I met with the new state librarian,
Greg Lucas, who looked at my proposal, and he said that he was going to check around
the state. He asked me who we're working with, and I said Cal State, and so he's already
contacted Jill and the librarian there to find out how he can find resources to help us do
this. And I think our program is unique because like I said earlier, we're not trying to do the
whole world, we're only trying to do the Inland Empire 'cause people have done so much
here.
Carolyn Tillman [02:00:25] Yes, they have.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:00:26] And, you know, and the history is gonna be lost...
Carolyn Tillman [02:00:29] Yes.

Wilmer Amina Carter [02:00:30] ...and even just in my lifetime, you know, all these pro-...I
don't know if you remember the program when Ratibu first came, we started giving
doctorate degrees to people. Remember Mabel Harris and all those people? We had this
program where a lot of 'em came through EOP, and they were already older. Dr. Smith's
wife and several others started going to the EOP program because they went back and got
their degrees, but these people did amazing things, and nobody's documenting it, and
nobody knows that they did that. Jewel Shelton and Mrs. Carson and all those people who
started the NCNW, and the lady over at the museum, she just died last year. You know,
she was an NCNW member.
Carolyn Tillman [02:01:17] Was she?
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:01:17] And she...every year and I went to the assembly, she
would call me up, I don't know how she knew it, and prayed for me on the phone. And you
remember when Reagan came in and he told Ms. Height that, "You either put that statue
up or I'm gonna tear it down and move it."
Carolyn Tillman [02:01:33] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:01:34] And you remember that we had to raise...all of the
country section had to raise money?
Carolyn Tillman [02:01:40] Yes, I remember that. I remember that
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:01:41] Well, you remember the Jewish women went to Ms.
Height and said, "We'll will help you with that." And Ms. Height said, "No, black women
have gotta do this." And she sent out a call, and everybody had to raise three hundred
dollars. Every member turned into the section and send the money to Dorothy Height to
build that statue. Well, Mrs...the lady with the museum, she just passed away.
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:03] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:04] Well, she bakes sweet potato pies like Mrs. Bathune,
and she was...what you call people who do your feet? Podatrist...pod...
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:14] Podiatrist?
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:15] Podiatrist.
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:15] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:15] She did...she would...do cuticle stuff for your feet. What
do you do...?
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:22] Like a manicure...
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:23] Manicure.
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:24] ...or pedicure.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:25] Pedicure. She gets pedicures.

Carolyn Tillman [02:02:25] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:26] And so that's...that's how raised her three hundred
dollars.
Carolyn Tillman [02:02:28] She raised money to do it, just like just selling the sweet
potato pies.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:02:31] Everybody could raise it or just give it. Right. And so she
wanted to do n- mine, and I was like, "No, I'm not gonna let you wash my feet or anything
like that." She said, "Honey, honey, it's an honor." She taught me a lesson. She said, "It's
an honor for me to do that." So, when I got elected, she had Evija (sp?) come over here.
She started collecting shoes of famous people and to get a pair of my shoes, and so I
gave her my expensive, slingback skin shoes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:03:02] I said, "Evija, I tried to send it to you." But anyway, she
never forgot anybody. And so people like that kind of...you got to archive their story.
Carolyn Tillman [02:03:13] Yes, you do. Yes, you do.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:03:14] You know, I mean, 'cause these young people need to
see that these people have come before them, and they've contributed so much, and so all
we have to do is add to that. We don't have to reinvent the wheel every single second, you
know? So, that's what I'm trying to get young people to do. So, one of the other parts of
this is that we've interviewed all of these young black people that just got elected.
Carolyn Tillman [02:03:39] Right, right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:03:40] And one of the questions's always, you know, what are
your goals? Where do you see yourself in ten years? So, in 10 years, they can go back
and look at this interview and say, "Did I do what I said I was going to do? Did I accomplish
what I said I was going to accomplish? How else can I help people?"
Carolyn Tillman [02:03:57] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:03:57] And we want it, and we instructed them to go look at the
people who came before them. You know, the Norris Gregory's the people who served
before, and see what they did, and see how we can continue that. And so Ratibu and I
talked about this all the time, that we have to put the history down because we'll forget it...
Carolyn Tillman [02:04:17] We will.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:04:18] ...and we'll have to start all over again. Every single
decade we'll have to start all over again.
Carolyn Tillman [02:04:23] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:04:23] And so that's why it's such a passion with me.
Carolyn Tillman [02:04:26] Absolutely, absolutely. What are the...what have you learned
or what were the missteps in him? I think you talked about successes, but if you have
more successes, you want to add to it...

Wilmer Amina Carter [02:04:37] We had no idea how much money it cost to do it and
expertise, and I've learned that by speaking with people who are in the field, how many
years they have to go to college, how much they have to learn, and how expensive this
program is to do this kinda thing, all the legalities that's involved, and so it's almost like
taking a class all over again.
Carolyn Tillman [02:05:05] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:05:05] It's almost like going to college all over again, and I'm
willing to put the time and work into it. And so I always ask people, "What do they do?"
when I'm somewhere, and if they say, "Oh, you know, we're going to the library." "Oh, you
do? You're gonna become my best friend!" So every library in this area has either seen me
or had me on the phone. "Can I come and talk to you? Can I take you to lunch?"
Carolyn Tillman [02:05:33] Now, you were recently in Riverside with a group of AfricanAmerican museum directors.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:05:41] Right. First time that they've had it in Southern California.
The African-American Museum Association had a conference here.
Carolyn Tillman [02:05:49] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:05:49] And so we rushed and worked hard to put together a
project to take there, and so it's our finished project. And see, that started out at Cal State
with the intern that they sent us. We started on it at that time, and the county helped us,
Dr. Higbee, you know, the county filming program. We had so much help on that, and that
taught us how much work goes into putting together just a video.
Carolyn Tillman [02:06:20] Right.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:06:20] And so Dr. Caballero had his students and his staff. And
so...doctor...she's a professor at Cal State, she did the Kwanzaa.
Carolyn Tillman [02:06:33] Kathy...?
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:06:34] Kathy, yeah, Ervin. You know, so she donated her time
to be the narrator, and so we just had just lots of help. You know, once we explained why
we're doing this, people have said, "Tell me what I can do. Tell me what I can do." So, the
last step in this is the funding for because there are some things that even if you have a
degree, you can't...I mean, buy equipment and, you know, that kinda thing, the
professional kinda help that you need.
Carolyn Tillman [02:07:04] Yes, the universe just opened up. How much funding would
help this program get to its vision point?
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:07:13] Three to five hundred thousand dollars.
Carolyn Tillman [02:07:16] Okay.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:07:17] That would get us started so that when we're gone,
young people could just step right in, which is why Ratibu, who is the forward...who was

the forward thinker, started right out with the young people with the Tumaini program at
Valley College. I mean, he didn't know the first thing about archiving, but he's a risk taker.
He went right out there to the classes and said, "I want you all. Here's why's important. I
want you all to come do this." And he gave them assignments, and they didn't have one
class in archiving and interviewing. He sent them out in the community and told them that
they could report back and whatever skills they had. He was amazing. He should have
been a teacher 'cause he said to the students who were artists, "You can draw, you can do
your drawing and tell us what you learned." The people who were writers, they said...he
said, "You could write a story and tell us what you learned." He just went right out there
and bust into the class and started doing it.
Carolyn Tillman [02:08:13] My tribute at WAG to him was in his vision, his mind, he was
the village chief.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:08:22] He really was. He really was.
Carolyn Tillman [02:08:26] And he was. He was exactly that for us, and that is what a
village chief would do, recognize your gifts, your abilities, your talents, and then encourage
you to move forward in those areas.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:08:40] And he was so good at that.
Carolyn Tillman [02:08:42] Yes, he was.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:08:43] He was so good at that.
Carolyn Tillman [02:08:43] He's a great visionary, great visionary.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:08:45] Great visionary. And so, I mean, the teachers...I mean,
he would just show up in the class out there, they were just like, "Give him the floor."
Carolyn Tillman [02:08:53] Whatchu gonna do?
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:08:55] And, you know, he just set the tone for it and he set the
example for it. He was not ashamed that he never got a degree in archiving. I mean, he
just knew it had to be done.
Carolyn Tillman [02:09:09] He didn't need it.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:09:10] No, no. They would find...he would find the gift of other
people. He was so good at recognizing what other people could do.
Carolyn Tillman [02:09:18] May the...may the universe open up and deliver the three to
five hundred thousand or more to this project.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:09:28] Yes, exactly what I can ask him for...
Carolyn Tillman [02:09:31] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:09:32] ...you know, instead of mourning him, I can celebrate
him.

Carolyn Tillman [02:09:35] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:09:36] ...and ask him that because we used to talk about death
and he would say things like, "You know, when I get to heaven, there's no way I'm gonna
be sitting around on no...gold, you know...streets of gold. Who would want todo that. He
said, "I'm going to be up there organizing people and gettin' them to do this and that." So,
we used to talk about that at the table, you know, like what he's gonna do when he gets
there. I can see him up there now.
Carolyn Tillman [02:10:04] Yes, talking 'bout "She needs help on that archiving project,
Lord. Why don't you go..."
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:10:14] "...help her out?" So, I always tell that story, he told, "I'm
not gonna be sitting around on those streets of gold." He said, "That is the most boring
thing I can think of, sitting around on some streets of gold." He said, "I'm not gonna tell my
son, at school teach the kids that though." But...
Carolyn Tillman [02:10:32] I think I'm gonna...we're gonna end on the note that we began
with, and I think you sort of went in that direction through part of it. But take it...let's go
back now today to Neshoba, Mississippi.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:10:48] Neshoba County, Mississippi.
Carolyn Tillman [02:10:49] Neshoba County, Mississippi.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:10:50] It's very close to Philadelphia. That's the city. And we all
know about Emmett Till. We all know that all of that happened, you know, twelve, sixteen
miles from where I was born. And growing up, you know, you always went home every
year, so I never lost connection to home, and Philadelphia was home. You know, we went
to town, and aunts who had moved to town when people stopped farming, so... You know,
I've spent my evenings there. One year, Ratibu and I was there. And the one big, huge
hotel in Philadelphia, it was the largest building in the town. I can remember when I was a
little girl, my aunts used to clean rooms there, but they couldn't stay there. And even after
that, blacks couldn't necessarily get a room there. So, we went home one year, and I took
my husband around the street to see that building. It's the tallest building in the little town,
and it's been vacant for a long, long time. And I was showing it to him, and so in the South,
you park parallel, and he...his...he had parked, and his car was almost over the line. And
this truck, the Good Ol' Boys truck, drove up right next to him and they said out the
window, "Watch where you're going, nigga!" And so my husband jumped out of the car,
and I'm from Mississippi, right? I jumped out and grabbed him, and I said, "You get back in
the car. It's not working. You get back in the car. Do not say nothing." And I felt so
ashamed that, you know, 'cause black women have had to save their black man so long in
the South, and I was so ashamed that I had to do that, but I was not going to let my
husband, over a remark like that, you know, get hurt or, you know, get in trouble or
anything like that by somebody that's.stupid.
Carolyn Tillman [02:12:46] You bringing him back to California.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:12:48] I was bringing him back to California, so I dragged him
back around to get in the car. So, that's when he said, "We're gonna buy that hotel, and
we're going to put the history of the Choctaw and the African Americans in it." And so, you
know, we spent, you know, six or seven years driving by the hotel so we could do the

history of the people there. And so when he got sick, you that's just not gonna happen, but
I'm sure at some point that...'cause we...the interest, we got the people in the area
interested in doing that. And see, the Choctaw now have their land back, and they have
built hotels, and they built casinos, they built hospitals, and they have a way to archive
their history, and they do have a building to do that, and so...but the African Americans still
don't, but I think that we have piqued their interest in doing something like that. And I am
so sure that God is going to raise someone up 'cause African Americans now are going to
college in that area faster than anywhere in the state, you know? So, we went to
Mississippi State, we talked to the people there. We got all those kinds of people
interested in doing the archives, and because we want them to remember that people like
my grandfather who came there first and who paved the way for them, you know, to be
where they are today. And so we went every summer and held meetings and did all of
that. And so he's planting seeds everywhere, in Virginia, in Mississippi, and actually
started it here in California. And so I hope God understands that my husband is special
and, you know, treated like royalty, and...
Carolyn Tillman [02:14:45] The Bible says one man plants, another waters.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:14:48] Yeah. Yeah.
Carolyn Tillman [02:14:49] And we all see the harvest.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:14:51] 'Cause see, I had almost decided to just not do it and to
just get in bed and cover up and not come out again, I mean what could I do without my
husband? And then I remembered that my grandfather said that I was special and that my
job is to serve people and that somewhere along the way, people would serve me, and so
I have to keep going...
Carolyn Tillman [02:15:19] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:15:20] ...'cause God left me here for a reason.
Carolyn Tillman [02:15:22] Yes. Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:15:23] He left me here for a reason.
Carolyn Tillman [02:15:25] And they have planted that in you, and that is what is going to
keep you going for however long God has you or I on this planet. We will see.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:15:35] You're exactly right. And so every day I get up, and I
thank God for the day...
Carolyn Tillman [02:15:40] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:15:41] ...you know? And I've gotten old enough now to thank
God for this day. I don't ask for it tomorrow or any of that. Just thank you for this day.
Carolyn Tillman [02:15:49] Yeah.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:15:50] Just give me this day. Let me do what I can this day, and
tomorrow morning, I'll thank him for that day, but let me just thank him for this day. So, I'm
at that point now, and I hope Ratibu is thankful...

Carolyn Tillman [02:16:04] Yes.
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:16:04] ...that I remember all the things that we talked about and
that I'm gonna work as long as I can to bring them to fruition.
Carolyn Tillman [02:16:17] Yes. I'm in agreement with you. Okay, I'm supposed to say
some things now. Thank you Wilmer Amina Carter for this interview. And that's all I'm
supposed to say, wait a few seconds, and turn the camcorder over. I don't know where it
turns off? I still see a red button flashing unless it's...
Wilmer Amina Carter [02:17:06] You can always call Flo.
End of Interview:
[02:17:13]

